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Suggested Minute:
The Commission (confirmed its intent to close this docket without further action, approved/rejected/modified, or directed Commission staff to obtain additional comments on) a revised draft order adopting proposed rules and the associated report to the Legislature concerning the preservation of records, retention of meters only after customer-requested tests, referee tests, or while a dispute is pending, and directed Commission staff to make the necessary filings.  If the legislative committees do not request changes to the revised rule, Commission staff is directed to change the title of the order to indicate that it is the adoption of the final rule and to make the additional required filings without further Commission action.
Background
The Commission has previously reviewed draft proposed rules relating to the retention of meters and meter reading records at its open meetings of October 25, 2013, and June 6, 2014.
  These rules were requested by the Commission and are intended to ensure that electric, gas, and water customer meters remain available for a reasonable period of time for additional testing under certain circumstances.

At the Commission’s open meeting of October 25, 2013, the Commission determined that additional information was needed about the costs and benefits of certain aspects of the rules related to the testing or retention of meters upon retirement.  Specifically, Commission staff was directed to obtain information regarding:  (1) the extent to which utilities are currently testing meters upon retirement; (2) the extent to which retired meters are found to be within acceptable accuracy limits; (3) the cost to utilities to test meters upon retirement; and (4) the current billing practices of utilities that test meters upon retirement when the meters are found to be outside acceptable accuracy limits. While the proposed rules included changes regarding the preservation of records, the retention of meters after customer-requested tests, referee tests, or while a dispute is pending, specific information regarding those changes was not sought by the Commission.  
The additional information was received and reviewed by the Commission at its open meeting of June 6, 2014.  Due to the associated costs and benefits of the sections of the proposed rules related to the testing or retention of meters upon retirement, the Commission decided to close the rulemaking with no further action, except for directing the Commission’s Chief Legal Counsel to send a letter to all utilities reminding all of the statutory obligation to issue backbills or credits if a meter is tested and the tests results indicate the meter is not reading accurately.
  There was not a specific discussion regarding some of the less controversial aspects of the rulemaking such as preservation of records and retaining meters after customer-requested tests, referee tests, or while a dispute is pending.

At is open meeting of June 12, 2014, during the approval of the minutes of the open meeting of June 6, 2014, Commission Nowak requested that the proposed rules be amended for additional review and discussed at a future open meeting.  
Potential Reconsideration of Proposed Rules

Commission staff has revised the proposed rules for the Commission’s reconsideration.  The proposed changes remove the requirements related to the testing or retaining meters upon retirement to only require meters to be retained after customer-requested tests, referee tests, or while a dispute regarding the meter is pending.  The proposed rules were also revised to clarify a provision related to preservation of meter reading records to only require meter readings used for billing purposes to be retained.   

A review of the comments submitted by stakeholders indicates that much of the information received related primarily to the testing or retention of meters upon retirement.  The limited proposed rules, as revised by Commission staff, remove these requirements.  However, as many of comments only addressed specific issues involving utility obligations upon retirement of meters and did not address the other sections in the proposed rules revised by Commission staff, the Commission could consider opening an additional 30 day comment period to obtain information from stakeholders regarding the impact of the revised proposed rules.  The Commission could consider and modify or adopt the proposed rules as revised by Commission staff, could reaffirm its prior decision to close the docket without any further action, or could request additional comments on the revised proposed rules.   
Commission Alternatives

Alternative One:
Close the docket without further action and direct that the proposed order be issued.

Alternative Two:
Approve the proposed rules, as limited and revised by Commission staff and direct that the appropriate filings be made.

Alternative Three:
Request additional comments on the proposed rules, as revised by Commission staff. 

Alternative Four:
Provide other drafting instructions to Commission staff.
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Key Background Documents

9/25/13 Cmemo about approval of legislative packet and rules - PSC REF#: 201713
6-6-14 Commission Agenda Memo - PSC REF#: 206158
Letter to All Electric, Gas & Water Utilities - Meters & Meter Reading Records - PSC REF#: 212572
Proposed Rules as Revised by Commission Staff - DL: 938782
� See Commission agenda memoranda dated September 25, 2013 (� HYPERLINK "http://psc.wi.gov/apps35/ERF_view/viewdoc.aspx?docid=%20201713" �PSC REF#: 201713�), and May 28, 2014 (� HYPERLINK "http://psc.wi.gov/apps35/ERF_view/viewdoc.aspx?docid=%20206158" �PSC REF#: 206158�), for additional background information.


� Commissioner Callisto dissented and would have modified the proposed rules to only eliminate the requirement for water utilities to retain or test meters at retirement.  The requested letter was sent to all utilities on July 21, 2014.  (� HYPERLINK "http://psc.wi.gov/apps35/ERF_view/viewdoc.aspx?docid=%20212572" �PSC REF#: 212572�.)
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