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Water and Wastewater Treatment 
Chemicals and Equipment  

✔Mini bulk delivery
✔ Tailored treatment programs designed specifically for your facility
✔ Large selection of equipment: pumps, tanks and so much more

Hawkins Products:
• Disinfection chemicals
• Odor control chemicals
• Dechlorination chemicals
•  TSS (Total Suspended 

Solids) control
•• Lagoon sludge reduction
• Antifoams

• Phosphorus removal
• Corrosion control
• Zebra mussel control
•  Bioaugmentation, 

biological controls
• Settling aids
•• Dewatering polymers

• and so much more

Call Today!
LOCAL SERVICE: 877.716.8731 

www.hawkinsinc.com  •  wtg@hawkinsinc.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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our members in the 
Water & Wastewater 

Industries.

WRWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President
Dean Bergstrom
Cumberland (District 4)

Vice President
Hershel Marks
Boscobel (District 5)

Secretary/Treasurer 
Gene Larson
Hixton (District 3)

National Director
Kevin Mraz 
Algoma 
Sanitary District No. 1 (District 2)

Past President
Ramon Knudtson 
Melrose (District 3) 

Board Members

Kyle Gruetzmacher
Clintonville (District 1)

Ryan James 
Gresham (District 1)

Tom Tietz
Cambria (District 2)

Steve Bein
North Fond du Lac (District 2)

Rob Nelson
Mauston (District 3)

Bill Miller
Bloomer (District 4)

Larry Gates 
Prairie du Chien (District 5)

I am not sure where summer went, but as I write this, we just had the 2025 WRWA Outdoor Expo, which was 
a huge success. We had 872 attendees, 103 vendor booths and we have had a lot of donations to help build 

the new Outdoor Expo Facility. I would like to say thank you to all of the WRWA staff with putting on another 
great show! They work hard to make it one of, if not the biggest, one-day shows in the state of Wisconsin.

 It is amazing the support WRWA gets from members and our vendors. Without everyone’s help, building 
our outdoor hands-on facility would not be possible. We are hoping to someday to be the first National 
Water College right here in the great state of Wisconsin. Of course, that will only be possible with financial 
support from our federal government. All across the country, there is getting to be a shortage of operators 
and trained operators, so we hope that this will be a solution to this nation-wide problem. 

While speaking about funding, there is a FY2026 Agriculture Bill that needs everyone’s support. If everyone 
could send an email to your congressman in support of this bill. Tell them to support the $500 million of base 
funding for USDA Water and Environmental Programs, with Congressionally Directed Spending funded above 
that level, not out of it. With this funding it creates jobs, attracts businesses, and keeps communities viable. 
Tell them Wisconsin’s rural communities deserve better and mention your system and all the challenges you 
face. If you don’t know who your congressman’s contact information, you can your email’s to Chris Groh at 
WRWA and he will get it to the right representative. All together we can make a difference! 

Next month a lot of your WRWA Board and staff will be attending the NRWA National Conference in New 
Orleans. I’m sure this will be a big topic there. We will be there representing the State of Wisconsin. 

I hope you all have a great fall, and until next time, stay safe.   Dean

Dean Bergstrom, 
WRWA President, Cumberland

Message  
from the President
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VIEWPOINT

Chris Groh, 
WRWA Executive Director

Message from the Executive Director

Iknow I have told you about your voice in how the government can 
mean a lot, but sometimes in our work, we, as water professionals, face 

moments that define not just our year ahead, but the future of rural water 
for generations. We’re at one of those crossroads right now, let’s speak 
plainly about what’s at stake. 

The House of Representatives has proposed FY2026 funding for USDA’s 
Water and Environmental Programs that would devastate rural water 
infrastructure development. Their mark of $346 million – with $109 million 
carved out for Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS), what many still 
call earmarks – leaves just $237 million for the entire nation. That is the 
lowest funding level in decades for the programs that built and sustain rural 
America’s water systems. And after the mandated Congressional set-asides, 
most states will receive less than $1 million in total grant funding. One 
million dollars. For an entire state. That’s not just inadequate – it’s a crisis. 

When grants dry up, Rural Development can’t blend financing to make 
projects affordable. Without the loan-to-grant ratio that has worked for 
decades – historically about 70/30 – water rates skyrocket. Projects stall. 
Communities that desperately need safe water get pushed to the back of 
the line – again. Those of you who have recently upgraded your plants; 
would you have been able to afford to upgrade if your funding did not 
include a grant?

Let’s be clear: rural America helped elect this administration, and water 
and wastewater services remain one of the last truly bipartisan areas 
in our great country. Our funding request directly supports the Trump 
administration’s key objectives. 

The first term Trump administration’s USDA invested a record $40 billion in 
rural communities in 2020. This isn’t a partisan issue – it’s about keeping 
America competitive and ensuring rural communities aren’t left behind in 
any economic boom that may be ahead.

Through our “Rural Water Strong” campaign, over 8,000 rural water leaders 
from every state have pledged to support USDA Rural Development’s 
Water and Environmental Programs. These aren’t just numbers – they’re 
water operators, board members, mayors, and community leaders who 
understand that WEP funding is the lifeline for rural America. With your 
help, we have convinced the powers in DC to scratch in a little more 
money into the grants portion of the RD funding, but it is tenuous and 
probably not enough.

We need every one of those 8,000 voices – and thousands more – 
speaking up RIGHT NOW. The Senate is drafting their version of the FY2026 
Agriculture Appropriations Bill as you read this. What they decide in the 
coming weeks will determine whether rural communities thrive or merely 
survive.  

PLEASE TAKE THE Rural Water Strong pledge and consider calling 
or emailing your congressman, here’s what to say: 

1. Support $500 million base funding for USDA Water and 
Environmental Programs – with Congressionally Directed Spending 
(earmarks) funded ABOVE that level, not carved from it

2. Rural water infrastructure drives rural economies – we create jobs, 
attract businesses, and keep communities viable

3. The House level is unacceptable – it abandons rural America when 
we need support most

4. Water infrastructure is essential for the Trump administration’s 
priorities – none of it happens without adequate water and 
wastewater systems

5. Wisconsin’s rural communities deserve better – mention your 
specific system and the challenges you face 

If you don’t know your congressman’s contact information, you can 
send me your email, and I will get it to your representative.  I realize 
that calling can be hard, but a well-crafted email means a lot, even 
though you may think “what does my opinion mean?”  If we put 
thousands of those opinions together, they mean a lot!

RURAL WATER STRONG PLEDGE:
https://www.ruralwaterstrong.org/pledge

Chris

Your Public Health Role

“Like” us
on Facebook

Facebook



LETTERS AND EMAILS

Rural Water Employees,
	 We would like to send a special thanks to Brooke & Dan who 
came out to help the Village on June 18, 2025.  We appreciate all 
of the hard-working employees that Rural Water has.  They are 
always there to help us answer our water questions and to deal 
with the challenges that a small rural village faces.
	 Thank you so much.
	 Village of Bay City

To Whom It May Concern,
	 I would like to take a moment to acknowledge how instrumental 
the Wisconsin Rural Water Association (WRWA) has been in 
supporting our utility operations through their loaner equipment 
program.
	 Specifically, the availability of blow-off valves and leak detection 
equipment has been an invaluable resource. These tools have 
helped us improve system maintenance, respond to customer 
concerns more efficiently, and better manage water loss. Without 
WRWA’s support, many of these tasks would be more difficult and 
costly for a small system like ours.
	 We greatly appreciate WRWA’s continued dedication to helping 
rural utilities like ours succeed.
	 Sincerely,
	 Ryan James, Village of Gresham – Water/Wastewater Operator

Hi Renee,
	 On behalf of the City of Altoona, I’d like to express our sincere 
appreciation for the outstanding support provided by Andrew 
Aslesen through the Source Water Protection Program. Andrew 
played a key role in helping us develop our wellhead protection 
plan and was instrumental in guiding us through the process of 
getting it formally adopted as a city ordinance.
	 Andrew was a pleasure to work with—knowledgeable, 
responsive, and always willing to go the extra mile. His assistance 
not only helped us protect our drinking water supply but also 
ensured that the plan met the necessary technical and regulatory 
standards. Thanks to his help, our community is in a much better 
position to safeguard our wells for the long term.
I would highly recommend that any municipality or system 
interested in developing a wellhead protection program reach 
out to Andrew and take advantage of this valuable resource.
	 Thank you to WRWA and the Source Water Protection Program 
for continuing to provide this kind of hands-on, local support 
to communities across Wisconsin. Your work truly makes a 
difference.
	 Sincerely,
	 Scott Kwick, Public Works Director, City of Altoona, Wisconsin

Hi Renee, 
	 I’d like to say a thank you to Annetta Rueden and Matt Rettler. 
Annetta came down to introduce herself, and I had showed her a 
few things, which she is going to contact me about. 
	 Then Matt Rettler came to do the energy audit, he was very 
helpful and informative.
	 Keith Leitzinger, Village of Bloomington

To Whom it May Concern,
	 On behalf of the Village of Trempealeau, I would like to extend 
our sincere appreciation for the outstanding support and 
technical assistance we have received from Dan Wundrow, one of 
your Municipal Water Circuit Riders.
	 Dan has been a tremendous resource to our utility.  He 
consistently brings industry best practices, thoughtful guidance, 
and a collaborative approach to every interaction.  His help with 
reviewing and interpreting water statistics for our year-end 
reporting has given us confidence that we are staying aligned 
with regulatory expectations and maintaining transparency in 
our operations.  Having another set of expert eyes on our data 
has been extremely valuable.
	 Dan has also provided meaningful connections to other utilities 
that led to a substantial financial benefit for our community.  
Through one of those connections, we were able to purchase a 
significant quantity of used water meters at a greatly reduced 
price.  These types of opportunities help small utilities like ours 
remain fiscally responsible while still making necessary upgrades 
to our systems.
	 The WRWA’s continued support of communities across 
Wisconsin, especially through programs like the Circuit Rider 
program, has a real and measurable impact.  We are grateful 
not only for the help we have received, but also the chance to 
show our support for keeping these vital programs funded and 
available to other communities.
	 Thank you for the work you do and for the dedicated team you 
have assembled.
	 Sincerely,
	 Isaac Pooler, CPA
	 Village Administrator/Finance Director
	 Village of Trempealeau & Trempealeau Municipal Utilities

NRWA,
	 Dan is doing a great job and enjoy our informative visits when 
he comes around. With all the new legislation happening, it’s 
nice to have someone from WRWA to keep the communities up to 
speed and in compliance. Keep up the good work.
	 Joel Weber, Director of Public Works, City of Bayfield

We get letters and emails!
We’d love to hear from you…

WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org4
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Dear Renee,
	 I wanted to send you this email thanking Tony Roche, Wastewater 
Technician from Wisconsin Rural Water Association, for teaching 
me everything about HACH TNT843 phosphorous test method.  
	 Our previous lead operator took a different job, so that put me 
as the operator in charge.  I reached out to Tony, and he was able 
to make it to our facility within a matter of days.  Tony is very 
knowledgeable and great to work with. Anytime I had a question, 
he was on it!  
	 Tony does a great job of making contact time to time just 
checking in to see how operations are going and to see if I have 
any questions. As a newly advanced operator, it is a great feeling 
to know I have someone to count on if I have technical questions.  
I just wanted to say thanks again for all your hard work and 
dedication.  
	 I would recommend other operators to use the resources 
Wisconsin Rural Water has to offer!
	 Thanks, 
	 John Rickleff, Prairie du Chien WWTF 

Thank you to the Wisconsin Rural Water Association!
	 The Village of Cazenovia lost our long-time Public Works Director 
when he passed unexpectedly earlier this year.   As a new Director 
came on and worked on learning our water system, we realized 
we needed some help.  It was suggested to us to call the Wisconsin 
Rural Water Association. After speaking with Annie Van Rueden 
over the phone, we knew we had contacted the correct place.  
Annie is a wealth of information and let us know of the services 
Rural Water is able to provide.  I called Annie on a Thursday, 
and by Tuesday of the following week she was able to be in our 
community and working with us hands-on.  What an unbelievable 
great resource we have with Rural Water in a location as remote 
and as small as Cazenovia.  
	 We will be contacting Rural Water again in the future as we 
continue to serve the needs of our village.  
	 Thank you!
	 Rita Bulin, Village of Cazenovia

To all the WRWA staff:
	 Your organization plays such a major part in helping small 
communities like ours transition through difficult and trying 
times. 
	 Recently, Todd helped find a leak which we were unable to 
locate. He used his knowledge and expertise and found the leak 
very quickly. Thank You Todd!
Your staff continues to amaze all on how you organize and 
execute the Annual Technical Conferences and Outdoor Expo’s 
They continue to grow and get better each year. You should all be 
commended on a job well done.
	 Andrew recently visited the local school and shared his expertise 
of the “water cycle” with the kids there. Prior to that, Andrew was 
very instrumental in preparing a wellhead protection plan for the 
Village and Tony has done an energy audit of both our water and 
wastewater departments. 
	 WRWA has been very supportive in teaching and instructing, 
helping and guiding our small community over the years. Thank 
You so much for your continued help and support.
	 Scott Popelka, Village of White Lake

	 I would like to write this letter about the help that WRWA has 
been for the Village of Albany this last year and for the last 20 
years that I have been with the Village.  When I started, I was hired 
by the superintendent that hired me and passed away that night.  
I got a call the next day from the village president that told me 
about his passing.  I was able to leave the job that I was working 
for early so I could start as soon as possible.  At the village at the 
time there was one person that had been there for many years 
but didn’t want to take charge.  He called WRWA and they came 
down and helped with getting everything lined up, making sure 
we would get things done and all the testing and the paperwork 
filled out right.  We could call anytime if we had any questions and 
helped me.  The one that became Superintendent did not know 
how to and what we needed to get our State Water and Sewer 
Certification done.  WRWA came in with one call and pointed us 
in the right direction.  Over the years they have come down and 
helped find a water break and we had a hard time finding.  Annie 
was very good help that very cold day.  WRWA helped me get 
through paperwork that I was having trouble with for the Villages 
USDA loan for a New Standpipe and Replacement of Watermains.  
WRWA has and will always be for the communities of the State of 
Wisconsin their funding should never be cut or anything for what 
they do for the State and the communities that one sees but the 
one that they every day.
	 Thank you,
	 Lonnie W. Gill, Superintendent of Public Works, Village of Albany

Hello,
	 I want to express my appreciation for the rural water circuit 
rider program and to thank Annetta Von Rueden of the Wisconsin 
Rural Water Association for her recent visit. 
	 Over the years WRWA has provided technical assistance and 
guidance to our water and wastewater systems along with 
training opportunities.
	 John Hauth, Public Works Director
	 City of Lancaster

	 The Village of Bay City appreciates all the help that has been 
received from WRWA, they have helped us with many things and 
made trips here to help us with reports.  We are in the process of 
completing drilling a new well and they have made multiple trips 
to meet with us on how they feel we need to proceed and help us to 
know what type of testing we need to do for test sites. 
	 We have been able to borrow tools from them, and they have 
really helped us cut cost with not having to buy those tools. The 
WRWA staff has come to our offices and helped us with completing 
state reports that we have not had to report on before.  
	 WRWA has been an extraordinary help to us here at the Village 
of Bay City. Thank You so much for being there for us. I hope 
that the state funding continues for you as this entity is just so 
important for rural Wisconsin, America!! 
	 Thank-You!
	 All of the Village of Bay City Wisconsin Staff

Continued on page 7
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Family reunions can be tricky. You don’t really get to choose whether 
you see your relatives—there’s always that one or two family 

members who rub you the wrong way. But if you skip the gathering, 
you risk getting the cold shoulder until the next one. Sometimes you’ll 
even face a few passive-aggressive comments about why you missed 
it.

Class reunions are a little different. You definitely have the choice of 
whether or not to attend. For your spouse, though, it can be awkward 
since they likely don’t know most of your classmates. Still, it’s always 
fun to reminisce about the “good old days” of high school or college. 
Somehow, the old cliques and clubs always seem to re-form at these 
events. And, just like family reunions, there are always a few people 
you’d rather not see—but that’s all part of the experience, isn’t it?

At any reunion, sometimes the best thing to do is sit back and people 
watch. Maybe you’ll notice that one person who never misses a year, 
or spot someone you haven’t seen in ages. You may also find yourself 
wondering about those who are missing. Did they retire, take a new 
job, or, sadly, pass away without anyone sharing the news?

I like to think of our Outdoor Expo as a kind of reunion. A gathering 
of water and wastewater operators from every corner of the state. 

Vendors from across the Midwest reunite in Plover, WI, making this 

operator’s reunion one of the largest single-day events in the region. 

In just one day, attendees can earn six hours of continuing education 

credits by participating in training sessions on safety, infrastructure 

improvements, and lessons learned from real emergency situations 

faced by members of our “family.”

This past August, more than 870 water professionals came together 

in Plover to learn, connect, and enjoy each other’s company, often 

gaining valuable education without even realizing it. We also hosted 

103 vendors eager to showcase their products, equipment, and new 

technologies to help communities run more efficiently and safely. The 

day was full of laughter, great food, and the chance to win prizes.

On behalf of the WRWA staff, I want to sincerely thank each and 

every one of you for attending our Annual Outdoor Expo. It was a 

tremendous success, and we couldn’t have done it without you. Thank 

you—and we’ll see you next year!

Stay safe, stay healthy,  Kelly 

Kelly Thomas, 
WRWA Technical Assistance Director

I like to think of our Outdoor Expo as a kind of reunion. 
A gathering of water and wastewater operators from every 
corner of the state. 

Reunions

FEATURE

You Either Love Them or Hate Them
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Continued from page 5

Hello,
	 My name is Tony Steffen, I work with MCO on behalf of the Village of 
St. Cloud. In early 2025, we discovered that the village had a significant 
water leak that was not surfacing. After using the resources, we had 
and could not find the leak, we contacted WRWA. On June 11th WRWA 
associate Todd Weich came to the village to help us out. Todd helped 
us sound out hydrants then eventually pressure test and correlate a 
section and determine where the leak was located. A week later the 
village dug up the leak, replaced the damaged service line and are 
seeing a great reduction in pumping amounts.
	 The Village of St. Cloud and myself would like to thank Todd for all 
his time, efforts, and help with finding this leak. You were a great 
resource, and we were glad you could help us!
	 Sincerely,
	 Tony Steffen, Operations Specialist, Midwest Contract Operations

Dear Wisconsin Rural Water Association Team,
	 I am writing to extend my sincere appreciation for the outstanding 
training services provided through your program. Most specially, to 
commend Kelly Thomas for the exceptional experience I had during 
my recent training. Kelly’s professionalism, knowledge, and dedication 
were clearly evident throughout the training.
	 Throughout our time preparing, Kelly consistently demonstrated 
flexibility, even accommodating sessions on shorter notices when 
needed. Kelly was prepared to answer question I threw at him during 
the training session, and he always knew the best response. Moreover, 
Kelly’s personable nature made the learning environment that 
encouraged my curiosity and involvement. Leaving our exam training 
session, I felt well-informed and prepared, which significantly boosted 
my confidence.
	 What stood out most was Kelly’s ability to break down complex 
systems using relatable analogies was incredibly helpful, especially 
since I came into the training with almost no prior knowledge on water 
systems. Thanks to his thorough teaching styles, I was not only able to 
grasp the material but also passed the exam on my first attempt! His 
depth of knowledge and passion for the industry truly shone through 
the lesson. It was clear that Kelly doesn’t just do his job, he enjoys it, 
and that passion makes a significant difference for learners.
	 I want to offer a huge thank you to the Wisconsin Rural Water 
Association for establishing and maintaining such a valuable 
program. It’s efforts like these that open doors for individuals to grow 
professionally and help ensure the continued excellence of water 
systems in Wisconsin. I feel privileged and extremely appreciative to 
have been a part of it.
	 Warm regards,
	 Mackenzie Leibiger, EHS Coordinator, Techniplas

Dear those from WRWA,
	 I deeply appreciate being awarded your scholarship. As someone 
going into college, being able to finance school has proven itself to be 
quite the challenge, so all of the help counts. Your donation is not only 
substantial, but something I’m very grateful for, since it helps to chip 
away at that hefty cost of entry. Again, thank you very much.
	 Sincerely,
	 Caleb Retcheski

We get letters and emails!
We’d love to hear from you…
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FEATURE

Hello Wisconsin! We are in the second week of August, and the dog 
days of summer are officially here! Garden tomatoes are going 

crazy, the days are starting to get shorter, and it is almost time for 
football season! Yeehaw! Now let’s talk about something even more 
exciting than that – stabilization ponds!

Stabilization ponds are non-aerated basins that provide wastewater 
treatment and stabilization through natural processes. Since natural 
processes take a significant amount of time, stabilization pond 
systems have long detention times (greater than150 days) to ensure 
adequate treatment. These systems rely on gravity settling, aerobic 
bacteria, anaerobic bacteria, algae, and a host of other micro and 
macro-organisms to get the job done. 

This large and complex community of life in a stabilization ponds is 
interconnected.  Members of the microbiological community work 
together and interact with each other in a way which is mutually 
beneficial. Algae aren’t quite plants – but they share similar traits.  Both 
require nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus and create their own 
energy through a process called photosynthesis.  

Photosynthesis is the natural process whereby algae create their own 
energy.  Algal cells that contain chlorophyll utilize carbon dioxide 
(CO2) in the presence of sunlight to produce simple carbohydrates. 
These carbohydrates are used for energy and allow the algae to grow. 
An important byproduct of photosynthesis is oxygen. This is very 
beneficial in wastewater treatment ponds because aerobic bacteria 

will then use oxygen to break down organic matter. Breaking down 

organic matter ultimately reduces BOD in wastewater systems and 

helps to create clean final effluent. When bacteria are using oxygen 

through the process of respiration, carbon dioxide is given off as a 

byproduct. This carbon dioxide is then used by the algae and the cycle 

repeats itself. That’s pretty darn cool!

The consumption and release of carbon dioxide also plays a significant 

role in pH fluctuations in pond systems. When carbon dioxide mixes 

with water it creates carbonic acid and lowers the pH level. During 

the day, when the sun is out, algae are 

photosynthesizing like mad and consuming 

lots of carbon dioxide. This drop in carbon 

dioxide levels means pH levels will rise 

throughout the day and will be greatest at 

dusk. During the night microorganisms are 

respiring, consuming oxygen and releasing 

carbon dioxide. This in turn will lower pH 

levels and pH will be lowest at sunrise. 

Life in a pond system is complex and is ever changing. If you have 

any questions about your pond, or if you want a hand sludge-judging 

your pond please give me a call! Enjoy the rest of your summer and 

hopefully we will see you at our Outdoor Expo on August 28th!

Tony 

Tony Roche, 
WRWA Wastewater Trainer

Since natural processes take a significant amount of time, 
stabilization pond systems have long detention times 
(greater than150 days) to ensure adequate treatment

LIFE IN A 
STABILIZATION POND
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In 2020 (OSHA), there were 161 fatal work injuries from which 
ladders were the primary source.  This was a 5.8 percent decline from 

2019 (171 deaths). 

There were 105 deaths specifically from movable ladders in 2020 and 
5 deaths from fixed ladders.

BY THE NUMBERS:
22,710 workplace injuries from ladders.

✔	5,790 ladder injuries in installation, maintenance, and repair jobs.

✔ 5,370 ladder injuries in construction and extraction jobs.

✔3,160 ladder injuries in service jobs.

Some examples of improper ladder use include:
● Overreaching while on the ladder.
● Carrying objects while going up or down the ladder, such as tools, 

buckets, etc.
● Applying excessive force while working on the ladder.

Most cases public employees are using them for maintenance, repairs 
and hanging decorations.  And, NO, you can not use a ladder in a 
loader bucket!

Are you inspecting your ladder?

To ensure safety and serviceability the following precautions on the care 
of ladders shall be observed:
✔Ladders shall be maintained in good condition at all times, the joint 

between the steps and side          rails shall be tight, all hardware 
and fittings securely attached, and the movable parts shall operate 
freely without binding or undue play.

✔Metal bearings of locks, wheels, pulleys, etc., shall be frequently 
lubricated.

✔Frayed or badly worn rope shall be replaced.
✔Safety feet and other auxiliary equipment shall be kept in good 

condition to insure proper performance.

✔Ladders shall be inspected frequently and those, which have 
developed defects, shall be withdrawn from service for repair or 
destruction and tagged or marked as “Dangerous, Do Not Use”.

✔Rungs should be kept free of grease and oil.
✔Follow OSHA 29 CFR 1910.333(c) for work practices to be used when 

work is performed on or near electric circuits.

The following safety precautions shall be observed in connection with the 
use of ladders:
● Portable rung and cleat ladders shall, where possible, be used at 

such a pitch that the horizontal distance from the top support to the 
foot of the ladder is one-quarter of the working length of the ladder 
(the length along the ladder between the foot and the top support).  

All extension ladders must be tied off at the top and secured to prevent 
displacement.  
● When climbing the ladder to tie it off, another person must hold it 

rigidly.  
● If it is not possible to tie it off, someone must hold it while in use, and 

it must be taken down between uses. 
● Step ladders are not to be used as straight 	 ladders to access 

elevated positions.  

PUBLIC EMPLOYERS

State of Wisconsin, Department of Safety & Professional Services, 
SPS 332.22 Portable ladders [29 CFR 1910.25 and 1910.26]. These are 
department rules in addition to the requirements in 29 CFR 1910.25 
and 1910.26:

(1) APPLICATION. The requirements of 29 CFR 1910.25 and

(2) No portable ladder may be used to gain access to a roof, floor or 
platform, unless the top of the ladder extends at least 3 feet above the 
point of support.

Note: Further information relating to construction and use of portable 
ladders is available in the following American National Standards 

Vince Matarrese,
President, Advanced Safety Technology, Inc.

Most cases public employees are using them for 
maintenance, repairs and hanging decorations.

FEATURE

PORTABLE LADDER SAFETY



CORPORATE GOLD MEMBERS

11WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE

Institute (ANSI) standards: A14.1, for wood ladders; A14.2, for metal 
ladders; and A14.5, for reinforced−plastic ladders. 1910.26 also apply to 
portable fiberglass ladders. 		

Stepladders shall be of three types:
● Type I - Industrial Stepladder
	  –	 3 to 20 feet for heavy duty, such as utilities, contractors, and  
			   industrial use.
● Type II - Commercial Stepladder
	 –	 3 to 12 feet for medium duty, such as painters, offices, and light  
			   industrial use. 
● Type III - Household Stepladder (No Type III ladders in the workplace)

	 – 	 3 to 6 feet for light duty, such as light household use.

Ladders must be marked with ladder size, type, maximum length, 
number of sections (if appropriate), highest standing level, total length 
of sections (if applicable), model number, manufacturer’s name,                                                 
manufacturer’s location, and date of manufacture. 

● Usage guidelines and other 
warning statements must also be 
placed on the ladders in specific 
locations depending on ladder 
type.

Always remember, it’s all about 
going home.

Vince
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PSC RATES

PSC WATER RATE INCREASE ORDERS ISSUED
6/1/2025 – 8/31/2025

PSC CONSTRUCTION AUTHORIZATIONS ISSUED
6/1/2025 – 8/31/2025

UTILITY NAME ORDER 
ISSUED

CONSTRUCTION 
COST

Algoma Sanitary District No. 1 8/21 $4,180,000

Brown Deer Water Public Utility 6/27 $21,600

Village of Fox Point Water Utility 7/18 $582,701

Glendale Water Utility 7/23 $1,558,439

Green Bay Water Utility 6/4 $686,000

La Crosse Water Utility 6/10 $5,050,155

Village of Menomonee Falls Water Utility 8/28 $20,000

Middleton Municipal Water Utility 7/1 $2,500,000

City of Oshkosh Water Utility 6/30 $45,500,00

Stanley Municipal Waterworks 8/20 $8,568,893

Suamico Water Utility 6/16 $9,490,000

Village of Waterford Water and Sewer Utility 7/23 $2,900,000

Village of Whitefish Bay Water Utility 7/22 $978,235

UTILITY NAME ORDER 
ISSUED

OVERALL% 
INCREASE 

Town of Farmington Sanitary District 6/9 2.82%

Luck Municipal Water Utility 6/24 93.64%

Grafton Water and Wastewater Utility 6/26 45.6%

South Milwaukee Water Utility 7/1 22.29%

Loganville Municipal Water and Sewer Utility 7/3 21.6%

Durand Municipal Water Utility 7/7 63.8%

Village of Bay City Utility 7/16 23.48%

Blue River Municipal Water and Sewer Utility 7/16 21.48%

Dousman Water Utility 7/28 39.19%

Jamestown Sanitary District 2 7/28 44.49%

Brodhead Water and Light Commission 7/31 34.08%

Sheboygan Tn of Sanitary Dist #3 8/8 71.83%

Pulaski Water Department 8/14 39.36%

Argyle Municipal Electric and Water Utility 8/20 93.76%

Village of Maiden Rock Municipal Water Utility 8/22 79.17%
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MEMBERSHIP & AD RATES

WRWA MEMBERSHIP (Annual Fee)
*WIP (individual)	 $50
Transient	 $70
OTM & NN System	 $160
Septage Haulers/Plumbing Co.	 $160
Less than 1,000 people served	 $340
1,001 – 2,500	 $425
2,501 – 6,000	 $505
6,001 – 10,000	 $575
Over 10,000	 $650
Associate	 $670
Corporate	 $1,660
Corporate Gold	 $3,000

JOURNAL ADVERTISING RATES
	 MEMBER	 NON-MEMBER
Black & White Advertising	 1-Time	 Yearly	 1-Time	 Yearly
Full page	 $430	 $1,555	 $575	 $1,970
Half page	 $315	 $1,130	 $395	 $1,265
Quarter page	 $215	 $800	 $270	 $860
Business card	 $160	 $575	 $200	 $600

	 MEMBER	 NON-MEMBER
Color Advertising	 1- Time	 Yearly	 1-Time	 Yearly
Inside front cover	 $670	 $2,430	 NA	 NA
Outside back cover	 $800	 $2,540	 NA	 NA
Full page	 $575	 $1,970	 $770	 $2,670
Half page	 $370	 $1,265	 $575	 $1,965
Quarter page	 $270	 $860	 $400	 $1,400
Business card	 $200	 $600	 $335	 $1,000

For information on advertising & the benefits of membership at the 
different levels, please contact Renee at the WRWA office: 715-344-7778 

or rkoback@wrwa.org. *Must be employed by a WRWA system, associate, 
or corporate member, retired and state or federal employees

Wisconsin Rural Water Association
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Over the past few years, the water and wastewater industry has 
experienced challenges filling open positions for operators, 

managers and clerks, especially when a license is required for the 
position. You may have seen this in your own utility or have heard it from 
neighboring utilities. You could have started counting down the years 
long before the problem becomes something that must be addressed. The 
issues that have led up to this employment gap in the industry are wide-
ranging that are going to impact systems across the entire state. 

Demographics. One of the reasons the Baby Boomer generation – those 
born between 1946 and 1964 has reached retirement age. When the first 
of these baby boomers began entering the workforce in 1964, then the 
oldest of them became eligible for full Social Security retirement in 2012. 
Some of those baby boomers might have chosen to work beyond full 
retirement age, but 10+ years into retirement, there are fewer and fewer of 
those boomers left and more of their younger colleagues joining them in 
retirement at a fast rate. 

Increased demand is a second reason. As populations increase, we shift to 
larger or smaller towns, and so does the demand for water and wastewater. 
They all need to drink, bathe, brush their teeth, and cook. As a result, water 
utilities have been constructing and upgrading billions of dollars’ worth of 
infrastructure throughout the state to accommodate the water customers 
and the industries within their municipality. This creates a lot of pressure 
on both the supply of workers, and the demand for water.

Automation and technology can save a lot of staff time and in doing 
so can help lighten some of the workforce shortages. One example is 
the use of SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition). SCADA 

systems, software programs that allow operators to view their entire water 
system to determine well operations, tank levels, system pressures, and 
much more allowing for monitoring an entire system from a computer or 
smartphone.

AMI (Automatic Meter Reading) has been a great innovation for water 
utilities. AMI uses repeaters or antennas strategically placed throughout 
the system to download meter readings periodically. On billing day, the 
readings can be downloaded from the cloud to the billing department 
and processed. Whereas previously it was required of the operator to 
drive the entire system with meter reading equipment that downloaded 
readings as it passed by, and forward the downloaded readings onto the 
billing software to be processed by the utility billing department.

How about a public relations push? A better job of informing our 
community of the work we all do, and the processes of clean, safe drinking 
water is delivered to the customers homes and businesses. Pamphlets 
on awareness, posters at Village Hall, or billing drop boxes. Seek out 
opportunities to partner with school districts and visit with primary and 
high school students to discuss the importance of potable drinking water 
and a working system in which to collect and treat wastewater. Field days 
to the water and wastewater treatment plants are great opportunities for 
hands on learning. Given the workforce challenges the industry is facing, 
we need to put a special focus on those preparing to join the workforce. 

There is no single answer when tackling a labor shortage of this magnitude. 
Our industry will always need trained, certified and talented operators. If 
we keep the door of opportunity open, the right operator will come along.

Have a great fall. Be safe out there. Annie

Annie Von Rueden, 
WRWA Water Circuit Rider

Automation and technology can save a lot of staff time 
and in doing so can help lighten some of the workforce 
shortages

WORKFORCE 
RETIREMENTS
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Good morning,

With Fall right around the corner, I would like to remind 
everyone to keep their Emergency Response Plans up to date. 
No matter the situation, an up to date Emergency Response 
Plan is a key tool for any water operator to have during 
those stressful emergency situations. Anything from power 
outages to well failures to water leaks. Anything can happen 
out in the field. Being ready and being able to respond swiftly 
is key to any water operator and your water system.

Here are just a few things to include in your - “Emergency 
Response Plan”   

•	 A list of plumbers electricians or other contractors 
available during an emergency 

•	 Procedures for obtaining a backup water source 

•	 A List of Local and State emergency contacts.                                                                                                         

•	 A system for establishing emergency communications

•	 Any mutual aid agreements the utility has with other 
communities for sharing personnel equipment and 
other resources during an emergency.

•	 Standard procedures for emergency water productions.

•	 Means of sharing information with customers

•	 WRWA Circuit Riders /WI-DNR REPS 

•	 Utility Maps of water system (Updated)

•	 GPS of curb stops, and water shut offs 

•	 Heat tape and Extra insulation around Mobile Homes

•	 Snow removal equipment at the ready 

•	 Water utility trickle notices 

•	 Keep up routine Well-house inspections. 

•	 Handling of all customer Complaints – (IF ANY)

These are just a couple of things to consider when creating 
an emergency response plan for your water system. We at 
Wisconsin Rural Water Association are here to help fill out a 
more in depth Emergency Response Plan to fit your water 
system. We are always here to help in any emergency situation 
you may encounter out in the field.  Please refer to DNR web 
site for NR-810 WI Code. Also feel free to contact your WI DNR 
Representative or your WRWA Circuit Rider with any questions 
or concerns. 

We are always here to assist your water needs.

George Taylor,  Small Water System Circuit Rider
715-321-4145 • Gtaylor@wrwa.org

“OTM/NN SMALL WATER 
SYSTEMS” - Emergency 

Response Plan 2025”

WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org
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For communities of all sizes, a decision most will have to make in the 
upcoming years is what to do when their treatment facility needs 

upgrading. For some plants the upgrade will consist of refurbishing 
existing equipment. Others will have a more interesting decision. A 
common topic is how communities should proceed when upgrading a 
plant that was built 40 or 50 years ago. It’s a testament to how well the 
plants were constructed in the 70’s and 80’s that they have lasted this long. 
But nothing lasts forever and many of these plants are nearing their end 
date. For some communities a complete rebuild will be needed. If this is 
the case the cost of such a rebuild could be much higher than previously 
thought. In the past 5 years the cost of building any new structures has 
skyrocketed. 

The first consideration when starting an upgrade is what type of upgrades 
or what type of plant will be constructed. If you are mulling over a possible 
treatment type or process change, ask for references. Once you have 
references or examples find out where the technology is being used in 
Wisconsin. If something is working in another state that’s fine but insist 

on having an example in Wisconsin where the technology is being used. 
Talk to other operators, use WRWA as a resource and get every piece of 
information to make the best decision for your utility. If your community 
is spending a substantial amount of money, then do your best to gather 
all pertinent information. 

Another consideration for smaller communities is regionalization. When 
many of the wastewater treatment facilities were constructed in the 70’s 
and 80’s, Clean Water Act money was available. When these facilities were 
constructed, these plants were asked to take out BOD and TSS. There 
are many treatment options available to take out BOD and TSS. Today 
WWTP’s are asked to remove many nutrients including but not limited to 
phosphorus, ammonia and nitrogen. Removing some of these nutrients 
can be difficult and expensive.  Also, water is very rich in Wisconsin, so 
plants popped up in every little community and served their purpose. 
Now those plants are being held together with duct tape and tough 
decisions will need to be made. Some communities will have to upgrade 
due to location. It’s not feasible to regionalize if the wastewater must be 

Jesse Hass, 
WRWA Wastewater Trainer

But nothing lasts forever and many of these plants are 
nearing their end date. 

REGIONALIZATION vs UPGRADE
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pumped a long distance. But for communities with a facility near them that 
has capacity, it’s not a bad idea to explore all options.

The rough estimate is a million dollars per mile to pump wastewater. 
The DNR has money that can be applied for in certain instances of 
regionalization. The information can be found on the WI DNR website at 
this address: 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/documents/EIF/Guide/cwfpPriorityPF.html

To be eligible at least one publicly owned WWTP must be eliminated and 
sent to a neighboring municipality. The amount that can be awarded is 
up to $3,000.000 to a community in form of principal forgiveness. There 
are other eligibility criteria that must be met but for smaller communities 
that are receiving lower phosphorus limits regionalization money might be 
available. 

In closing, if you are going to need an upgrade in the near future, make 
sure to do your due diligence. Research all options, talk to other operators 
and WRWA, and use every resource available to make the best decision for 
your utility. Be open minded about regionalization. Smaller communities 
may save a ton of money for their rater payers by sending wastewater to 
another community. If two communities are near each other and both are 
in the planning stages of upgrading, consider a joint plant. It may not be 
feasible in the end, but just try to be open-minded and consider all options.

Jesse 

engineers  |  architects  |  planners  |  scientists
better places. clean water. infrastructure renewal. mobility.

contact us at sehinc.com or 800.325.2055

where innovation meets impact.

explore what’s possible.

REGIONALIZATION vs UPGRADE
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In the world of rural water systems, many professionals, including 
staff from the Wisconsin Rural Water Association (WRWA), have been 

observed using dowsing rods, also called witching sticks, divining rods, 
or, in rare instances, doodle bugging. While some claim they are effective 
in locating underground utilities, others remain doubtful, questioning 
the science and legitimacy behind the practice. To understand the 
debate, it’s important to examine the history, traditional uses, modern 
applications, and scientific research related to dowsing.

Dowsing is not a recent invention. Its origins date back to the mid-fifth 
century, around the fall of the Roman Empire. The Greeks are among 
the earliest known practitioners, using Y-shaped branches to find 
underground mineral deposits and water sources. In those early times, 
dowsing was often seen as a form of divination, linked to magic, sorcery, 
and witchcraft. This view led to its condemnation by the Catholic 
Church, which banned the practice under the First Commandment. 
People caught using dowsing rods were sometimes punished for what 
was considered worship of a false god.

By the 1400s, dowsing became popular in Germany, especially for 
finding ore and water. The Germans called the dowsing rod a “Deuter,” 
a term with several meanings, including “to show,” “indicate,” “point,” 
and “strike.” German miners and water seekers used this technique for 
centuries, and some scholars dedicated their lives to exploring both 
the mystical and scientific sides of dowsing.

Over time, the tools used in dowsing have evolved. While the 
Y-shaped branch remains iconic, modern dowsers often use L-shaped 
wires, telescoping rods, or marking flags. The belief that a willow 
branch is required is widespread, passed down through generations. 
However, historical records suggest that willow branches were not 
exclusively used in early dowsing practices.  Peach tree branches 
were more common in ancient Greek methods. Despite technological 
advancements in water detection, many still rely on these simple tools, 
believing in their ability to locate underground water sources.

In rural communities and small water systems, dowsing remains a 
useful method, especially when advanced equipment is unavailable or 
too expensive. WRWA staff and other field workers often use dowsing 
rods to find underground utilities. Subjective evidence and personal 
experiences still support its use, even if scientific proof is lacking. For 
many, dowsing is more than just a tool; it is a tradition passed down 
through generations of water workers and farmers.

Despite its widespread use, dowsing has faced significant scrutiny from 
the scientific community. In the 1980s, a major experiment tested the 
validity of dowsing. A large water pipe was placed on the first floor 
of a building, and trained dowsers were asked to locate it. After each 
attempt, the pipe was moved to a different spot. Initial results seemed 
promising, but further analysis showed only a few participants had 
successfully identified the pipe’s location, likely by chance. Most failed 

Dan Wundrow, 
WRWA Circuit Rider

In rural communities and small water systems, dowsing 
remains a useful method, especially when advanced 
equipment is unavailable or too expensive. 

Witching 
Sticks
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to detect the water pipe, casting doubt on the reliability of dowsing as a 
scientific method.

Other controlled studies have found similar results, indicating that 
dowsing might depend more on subconscious cues, muscle movements, 
or environmental factors than on any measurable physical phenomenon. 
The ideomotor effect, a psychological phenomenon where someone 
makes motions unconsciously, has been suggested as a possible 
explanation for why dowsing rods seem to move in response to 
underground water.

Despite the absence of scientific consensus, dowsing remains practiced 
and respected in many communities. Its longevity and cultural 
importance cannot be overlooked. For some, dowsing combines 
intuition, experience, and tradition. For others, it remains a mystery, one 
science has yet to fully explain or validate. Whether seen as a mystical art 
or a misunderstood science, dowsing continues to generate curiosity and 
debate within the water industry and beyond.

Dowsing rods are a fascinating blend of old tradition, modern use, and 
scientific debate. While skepticism is justified, the continued use of 
dowsing by both pros and amateurs shows that the practice still matters 
culturally and practically. As technology improves and research goes on, 
maybe someday we’ll fully understand how this ancient method works. 
Until then, dowsing remains a compelling example of how history, belief, 
and practice can come together in surprising ways.

    Dan

Excellence in EngineeringSM

608-251-4843  |  www.strand.com

• Proudly serving Wisconsin for over 79 years

• A full-service, dynamic, multidisciplinary firm
• 12 locations nationwide
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If what you are hoping for is energy prices to level off and be consistent 
for the next 5 years, you may want to think again. Currently, the only 

stable part of electricity is that it looks to be increasing each year by 

approximately 5%. Most electric providers have already proposed 

rate hikes or will be requesting them shortly. What this means is that 

operators or budget planners will need to add this increase each year 

for the foreseeable future. It also means that now is the best time to 

look at becoming as energy efficient as possible! 

Most energy rates have had an increase this year. Wisconsin Public 

Service, We Energies, Alliant Energy, Xcel Energy, and Madison Gas & 

Electric all have plans to increase rates. Xcel Energy is proposing 11.8% 

in 2026 and 7.2% in 2027. Alliant Energy is seeking 8.3% in 2026 and 

another 5.7% in 2027. MGE is looking at 4.89% in 2026 and 4.33% for 

2027. WPS is looking at a 4.9% increase for 2026 while We Energies is 

considering 4.6% in 2026. These are not the only providers that are 

increasing rates as many smaller providers who purchase power will 

also need to increase rates. The increases will be felt across the board. 

These are not just rate hikes for municipalities, but for your home and 

businesses where you purchase all products. 

There are many key drivers for the increase in electricity prices. Capital 

investments and infrastructure costs are part of that equation. As 

utilities construct new renewable energy sources (solar and wind 

farms mainly) the costs are being passed through to the rate payers. 

The push for “green” energy sources has seen a steady decline in 

Matt Rettler, 
WRWA Energy Efficiency Circuit Rider

Most energy rates have had an increase this year. 

IS MY 
FUTURE 
ENERGY 

PRICE 
STABLE?
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the number of coal fired electric plants within the state. While some 
plants have been retired from service, others are still being maintained 
at high costs to come online if needed. Both solar and wind energy 
have had their struggles, and we need to build some resilience into 
our outlook on energy production. There is also mounting demand 
for electrification among many areas including data centers, AI 
workloads, EVs, appliances, and air conditioning. Policy and incentives 
are impacting the cost of electricity. As clean energy project incentives 
are taken away, there are increased burdens in finding measures 
for creating reliable and affordable alternatives. We do have some 
regulatory oversight from the PSC to moderate rate increases and 
reduce utility profit margins. Nonetheless, we will still see increases as 
the cost of doing business continues to increase. 

Electric prices are clearly trending upward over the next five years. 
Many of the changes we see aim to support reliability, cleaner energy, 
and a sustainable future, but always require careful policy balancing to 
ensure affordability to Wisconsin rate payers. As I started this article...  

 ...there is no better time 
than now to receive 
your FREE ENERGY 
ASSESSMENT from 
WRWA to start saving 
your facility money!

     

Matt
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Mapping plays a crucial role in the effective management and 
operation of water systems. Through tools like Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS), water utilities and authorities can visualize, 

monitor, and manage both underground and above-ground 

infrastructure. This spatial awareness enables decision-makers 

to clearly understand where resources are located, how they are 

connected, and what conditions they are in. Without accurate maps, 

managing a complex network of pipes, pumps, treatment plants, 

and valves becomes a nightmare for the current operator and more 

importantly, future operators.

One of the primary benefits of mapping in a water system is asset 

management. With an accurate digital map, water utilities can track 

the location and condition of infrastructure components. This enables 

timely maintenance and replacement, thereby reducing the risk of 

sudden failures or costly repairs. You can also map your repairs and 

develop a story book together to show how many repairs are in a 

certain area, which will show the need to be replaced. It also supports 

predictive maintenance, where potential problems are addressed 

before they cause service disruptions. Mapping ensures that field 

crews can locate parts quickly and accurately, leading to reduced 

downtime and improved customer service.

In addition to maintenance, mapping greatly improves emergency 

response. In the event of a pipe burst, contamination, or a natural 

disaster like a flood. The DPW crew needs quick access to information 

about the system. Real-time GIS data can help pinpoint vulnerable 

areas and direct crews to critical valves. This significantly enhances 

the speed and accuracy of emergency responses, helping to minimize 

damage and restore services faster.

Mapping is also essential for long-term planning and sustainability. 

It allows utilities to analyze water demand, identify underserved 

areas, and plan system expansions or upgrades accordingly. In rural 

or developing regions, mapping helps ensure that resources are 

distributed fairly and efficiently. 

There are many mapping / GIS programs out there.  Some mapping 

systems are costly, while others are reasonably priced for your system 

needs. The cost of mapping can be based on who is going to put the 

map together, the engineer, or maybe the operator has time to collect 

and input the data. My suggestion is to develop a list of what your 

system needs and how you, the operator, will utilize the mapping. 

In conclusion, mapping is a foundational tool for the efficient, safe, and 

sustainable management of water systems. From routine maintenance 

to emergency response and environmental planning, maps provide 

the spatial context necessary to make informed decisions. Contact 

your circuit rider to get your system started with GSI/GPS.

  Todd

Todd Weich, 
WRWA Water Circuit Rider

With an accurate digital map, water utilities can track the 
location and condition of infrastructure components. 

The Importance of 
MAPPING IN A 
WATER SYSTEM
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LOCAL SERVICE: 877.716.8731
www.hawkinsinc.com  •  wtg@hawkinsinc.com

WRWA Mission:
Assisting, educating and 

representing our members in the 
Water & Wastewater Industries.

LINE UP YOUR SPRING WATER 
SYSTEM LEAK SURVEY & LET US 
CATCH THE NON-SURFACING, 

REVENUE LOSING LEAKS!

EMAIL OR CALL TONY SCHRANTZ 
FOR A PROPOSAL

tony.schrantz@gmail.com 
612-600-8716

It's Time to SPRING 
into Action

LEAK DETECTION

FEATURE
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What does Ayres do? Yes, as a consultant providing engineering 
and a raft of other services, the firm completes design projects 

for counties, towns, villages, cities, and state agencies. But the firm 
takes pride in seeing the bigger picture on behalf of its longtime 
clients. 

Its planners watch out for funding deadlines such as the October 31 
deadline to submit an “intent to apply” document to the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) for funding for 2027 
construction of lead service line (LSL) replacements and other water 
distribution and sanitary sewer collection projects. Its transportation 
experts use their experience from hundreds of Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation (WisDOT) projects to help small communities 
dovetail their underground utilities replacement projects with 
WisDOT’s plans to reconstruct their main streets. Its wetlands and 
environmental experts, landscape architects, structural and water 
resources engineers, land surveyors, and aerial mappers stand ready 
to support the whole project – not just pipe and pavement design.

For rural communities, part of being prepared for the future is having 
a five-year plan that’s periodically updated to reflect their highest 
priorities. While the oldest infrastructure generally is placed at the 
highest priority for replacement, Ayres helps clients keep an eye 
on projected dates for WisDOT projects involving reconstruction of 
main thoroughfares through town. These are opportunities to plan 
concurrent projects to replace aging water mains, sanitary sewers, 
and storm sewers rather than running the risk of a water main break 
or other issues under a newly paved street. Also, grants are often on 
18-month or three-year cycles, so Ayres keeps clients aware of those 
key dates and helps communities prioritize projects to best take 

advantage of grants and low-interest loan availability. In addition to 

making sure communities are aware what state agencies and funding 

sources are planning, Ayres’ project managers make sure departments 

within a municipality are aware of each other’s plans so that work can 

be coordinated.

Ayres’ familiarity with WDNR, WisDOT, and other state and federal 

agencies’ processes and requirements also serves clients well by 

putting project designs on the right course from Day 1 – not on a 

collision course with regulations.

Following are three examples of communities using foresight to 

maximize the bang they get for their buck on capital improvements.

LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT

Ayres is getting to work this fall on a new City of Mellen contract to 

design the replacements of approximately 100 city segments of lead 

water service lines and approximately 100 private segments. Ayres 

is providing survey services, bidding documents, and specifications 

for work that will be constructed in 2027. To join Mellen in taking 

advantage of LSL grant and loan funding through part of the 

WDNR’s Safe Drinking Water Loan Program, get your “intent to apply” 

submitted to the WDNR by the end of October – and your final 

application turned in by June 30, 2026. Grants generally cover private 

Ayres Keeps Communities 
in Sync with Funding

Deadlines, State Agencies
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segments of lead service line replacement first, followed by part or all 

of the public segments. Low interest loans generally pick up whatever 

grants do not.

The fate of such funding beyond the 2027 construction year is 

unknown. But if the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funding that 

supports the WDNR LSL replacement program comes to an end with 

the 2027 construction season, communities may continue to apply to 

other federal or state loan programs, such as SDWLP or CWFP, which 

may not offer the same level of grant funding (principal forgiveness).

Ayres also is helping Mellen with an extensive program to replace 

undersized water mains. 

PFAS

Finding a solution for a municipal well contaminated by PFAS 

(also known as forever chemicals) is another area where Ayres can 

assist clients – most notably by designing a replacement well if 

an uncontaminated location can be found in the city or village to 

construct a new well.

Ayres is assisting the City of Medford with such a solution, designing a 

new well that was constructed this spring, followed by the related well 

house, whose construction began in September. The new well will be 

online and serving Medford by next summer.

Ayres helped Medford apply for loan/grant funding in 2024 and is 

assisting with funding administration in 2025-2026.

Known as Well 14, the $2 million project replaces PFAS-contaminated 

Well 5 with one that is projected to provide approximately the same 

water volume that Well 5 did.

The project also includes the well house, process piping, HVAC, 

plumbing, electrical, SCADA and controls, chemical feed equipment 

and piping, emergency backup generator, gas and electric utilities, 

site grading, and site driveway access.

PRIMARY STREET RECONSTRUCTION

Ayres worked in synchronization with the WisDOT team that’s been 

designing the roadway along Washburn’s main corridor to determine 

the proper horizontal and vertical location for pipe locations to 

avoid utility location conflicts. The water and sewer construction 

was completed within the schedule of WisDOT’s project plans for 

reconstruction of approximately 1 mile of Bayfield Street (STH 13) that 

Continued on page 26

Replacement of water service line 

Well equipment in Ladysmith 

Well equipment in Kewaunee Reconstructed section of Bayfield Street (STH 13) in Washburn 
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Continued from page 25

was constructed in 2024. Another set of plans will be prepared for 

another 1-mile segment to be constructed in 2027. Ayres coordinated 

with other consultants and utilities and prepared permit applications 

for the city utilities. Construction assistance included public outreach, 

grant administration, and resident inspection. Ayres also assisted 

the City in selecting decorative lighting fixtures for the downtown 

portions of the project. 

Washburn secured grant and loan application assistance that paid 

for 80% of the City’s infrastructure on the 2024 segment through 

Community Development Block Grants, the WDNR Clean Water Fund, 

and the WDNR Safe Drinking Water Loan Program. Ayres assisted with 

those funding applications and advised the City on timing for the 

second segment of work. The firm will begin the funding application 

process with the City again this fall for the 2027 segment. Spacing 

the projects three years apart allows the City to maximize funding 

assistance through the state and federal programs, which run on 
three-year cycles.

Because this project involved bidding out the underground utilities 
work through City procedures and not through WisDOT, Washburn 
maintained additional control over the process, and smaller contractors 
were able to compete effectively for the work and ultimately reduce 
the price tag for the utility work. Ayres assists in making sure the City’s 
utility work stays in sync with WisDOT’s street work.

Ayres also has helped communities on similar projects (such as STH 
13 through the City of Mellen) where sanitary and water utility plans 
were inserted into the WisDOT street reconstruction project, which 
saves the municipality the trouble of scheduling and coordinating 
the utilities work. Ayres provided grant administration and resident 
construction inspection on behalf of the City during the Mellen 
project.

Ayres Associates Inc.   |   www.AyresAssociates.com     |   Office: 715.834.3161

Ingenuity, Integrity, and Intelligence.



27WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



28 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE

Planning ahead for the 2026 fiscal year is more than simply good 
practice for Wisconsin municipalities and utilities—it is essential 

to ensure that funding, permits, and approvals are in place when they 

are needed. While most local governments will not finalize their 2026 

budgets until November 2025, the decisions that shape those budgets 

are already happening. Updates to equipment inventories, capital 

improvement planning, preparations for Public Service Commission 

(PSC) rate adjustments, and Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) applications for State Revolving Fund (SRF) loans 

often start up to a year or more in advance. Thinking of November as 

the final step in a 12- to 18-month funding process helps ensure that 

money is available when it is time to start construction.

Key Financial Planning Considerations

Before starting any budget process, utilities need to determine how 

projects will be paid for—whether through revenue bonds, loans, 

grants, or a combination of these. Utility leaders must understand 

their rate schedule and how those rates impact customers and how 

they align with broader community affordability. Affordability is not 

just about the utility bill. Households face rising taxes, energy, and 

housing costs, so utilities must be mindful of how rate changes pair 

with other financial pressures. The goal is to identify a rate structure 

that gains public support while still covering necessary costs.

If revenue bonds are part of the funding plan, utilities must also begin 

preparing for a PSC rate case - a formal process required to raise water 

Good budgeting is a year-round exercise.

Getting Ready for 2026:
Budget and Funding Insights 
for Wisconsin Water & Wastewater Utilities

Andrew Kurtz, 
Vierbicher
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rates. Without PSC approval, a utility cannot increase rates to support 
capital investments or expanded operations. Because this process 
takes time, starting early is critical to meeting construction timelines 
and community expectations.

Understanding funding eligibility is also vital. Many communities 
can benefit from Wisconsin DNR’s State Revolving Loan Funds, USDA 
Rural Development loans and grants, or Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG). Each program has different criteria, and a 
community’s median income, population size, or infrastructure age 
can affect eligibility. Smart planning means combining these sources 
effectively - layering loans with grants to lower the financial burden 
on ratepayers.

To do this well, utilities need a clear Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
that maps out projects, timelines, and costs. A good CIP serves as a 
roadmap that ties together financial planning, regulatory approvals, 
and funding applications. It is the foundation for sound budgeting 
and strategic decision-making.

Combining Multiple Funding Sources

No single funding source will fully cover most projects. To lower 
the burden on local ratepayers, utilities should build a successful 
funding strategy that layers grants, low-interest loans, and principal 
forgiveness options.

For example, federal funds for PFAS or lead removal may cover 
significant portions of project costs based on economic criteria. USDA 
or CDBG programs can add to this support, depending on community 
eligibility. State Revolving Loan Funds may also provide principal 
forgiveness (effectively a grant), reducing long-term debt.

The goal is to build a funding stack that minimizes local costs while 
meeting all program requirements and maintaining project timelines.

Mapping Out the Timeline

Planning ahead is critical. The first major 
deadline is October 31, 2025—the last 
day to submit an “Intent to Apply” for SRF 
loans through the Clean Water Fund or Safe 
Drinking Water Loan programs. Missing this 
deadline means waiting another year for key 
funding opportunities. Final applications 
are due between January and June 2026. At 
the same time, draft rate cases and budget 
requests are typically prepared in August 
and September to coordinate with loan 
schedules. By the time public hearings and 
final budgets are held in November and 
December, most of the hard work should 
already be complete.

Prioritizing Projects

Since funding is always limited, projects 
must be prioritized carefully. Top priorities 
include those required by regulations, such 
as removing lead water lines or meeting new 

water quality rules for PFAS, phosphorus, or disinfection. Other factors 
include the condition of equipment and potential consequences of 
failure - fixing aging equipment is often more urgent than building 
new office space. 

External funding opportunities also influence priorities: grants and 
loans from USDA Rural Development, SRF Loans, and CDBG can make 
certain projects more attractive. It is also important to document 
priorities clearly in case new leadership takes office and needs 
continuity in decision-making.

Building a Smart Budget

When it is time to create the budget, there are five key questions to 
answer:

1.	Is a rate increase required and will the projected rate 
increases cover required loan payments without overburdening 
ratepayers?

2.	Does each project have a clear and realistic funding plan?

3.	Are any old loans eligible for refinancing, and has the budget 
been tested for possible interest rate hikes?

4.	Does the staffing budget account for pay increases tied to 
certifications and extra work from new regulations?

5.	Have construction cost estimates been adjusted for inflation 
using reliable industry benchmarks?

Good budgeting is a year-round exercise. Identifying and scheduling 
future capital projects is a proactive approach that enables planning 
for design, funding, and execution. Utility budgeting is more than just 
capital budgeting. Utility revenues, operating costs, personnel costs, 
and maintenance costs are all critical components of the utility budget 
that must be reviewed and included. Again, the November approval 
of the budget closes the loop on the budgeting cycle.

Continued on page 30
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Planning for the Unexpected

Even with a solid plan, surprises happen. By developing several budget scenarios—basic, moderate, and optimistic—utilities can adapt if bids 
come in high, new regulations take effect, or other conditions shift.

Regularly updating the capital improvement plan and securing formal approval helps ensure that future leadership inherits a clear, actionable 
roadmap. Clear communication also matters; explaining costs in everyday terms (e.g., “$1.25 per 1,000 gallons of water”) connects better with 
residents than raw budget figures.

Final Takeaways

Before wrapping up the next budget planning session, leadership should ensure 
these questions are answered:

•	 Which upcoming projects have regulatory deadlines?

•	 Could new regulations change project priorities?

•	 What funding sources are available for the projects?

•	 What are the application cycles for the funding sources for the projects?

•	 Have all necessary funding applications been submitted?

•	 Where can state and federal funding help reduce local costs?

•	 How much borrowing capacity does the utility or community have?

•	 Are there opportunities to refinance existing debt?

•	 What impact will the project have on user rates and budget limits?

•	 Are inflation adjustments included in project estimates?

•	 Does the wage plan support staff retention?

•	 Is there a clear plan to communicate budget impacts to the public and future leadership?

Wisconsin utilities operate in a complex environment of budget limits, debt caps, evolving regulations, and economic uncertainty. Treating budget 
adoption as the final step in a year-round planning process helps ensure safe, affordable utility services while minimizing surprises and unexpected 
costs. By combining funding sources, ranking risks honestly, and communicating clearly, communities can turn good planning in 2025 into solid 
results for years to come.

(This article is provided for general 
informational purposes and does not 
constitute legal or financial advice. 
Readers should consult appropriate 
professionals and official program 
guidance for specific situations.)

Continued from page 29
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EXPO INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

August 28, 2025 - WRWA State Office/Technology Center 
350/351 Water Way, Plover, WI 

East of Highway 39/51 and north of County Highway B 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
WRWA Outdoor Expo will be held Rain or Shine 

  
Water/Wastewater training CEC’s offered  
FREE safety T-Shirt with paid attendance 

 
MEALS/REFRESHMENTS 

Lunch – “Pig Roast” with potato salad, chips and cookies 
Refreshments – Soda & Bottled Water 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

System/Firm__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attendee Name__________________________________________ DNR Cert. # __________________ 
 
Attendee Name__________________________________________ DNR Cert. # __________________ 
 
Attendee Name__________________________________________ DNR Cert. # __________________ 
 
Attendee Name__________________________________________ DNR Cert. # __________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________________ State________ Zip______________________________ 
 
Phone__________________________________email________________________________________ 
 
Cancellation date August 1, 2025 
 

Pre-Registration           Onsite Registration             
 
# Attending ___ x $110 = ________        # Attending ___ x $125 = ________         

 
Send payment and form to:  WRWA, 350 Water Way, Plover, WI 54467 
 

 
TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD 

 
Go to www.wrwa.org - MUST fax completed form(s) to (715) 344-5555 or email the completed 
form(s) to wrwa@wrwa.org  

 

Questions Please Cal WRWA at (715) 344-7778 
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A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co.
Adaptor Inc.
Advanced Drainage Systems
Advanced Meter Testing Llc.
Advanced Microbial Solutions
American Flow Control - Waterous
Aqua-Pure, Inc.
Aquatice Information - 
	 Hach Software Company
B&M Technical Service, Inc.
Badger Labs
Brown Equipment Company
Bytec Resource Management
CBS Squared, Inc.
Cedar Corporation
Commercial Testing Laboratory
Core & Main
Crane Engineering
Cretex Specialty Products
CTW Corporation
Davy Engineering Co.
Dixon Engineering, Inc.
DN Tanks
Dorner Company
DSG
ECT2
EJ Equipment, Inc.
Energenecs
Envirotech Equipment Company
ESI Water
Etna Supply
Ferguson Waterworks
First Waterworks
Fischer  Harris & Associates
Fluoramics, Inc.
Flygt A Xylem  Brand
Focus On Energy
Ford Meter Box Company
Granse Trio 
Great Lakes Tv Seal Inc.
Hawkins Inc.
Hydro Corp 
Hydro-Klean, Llc
Hy-Test Safety Shoe Service
ISG
James Orr Coating Inspection,  Llc
Jim Jolly Sales, Inc.
JWR Refuse Truck Center
KLM Engineering, Inc.
L & S Electric, Llc
L.f. George Inc.
L.W. Allen & Altronex
Ladtech, Inc.
LAI Ltd.
M.E. Simpson Co., Inc.
Mac Queen
Maguire

We appreciate our 2025 Outdoor Expo Vendors. 
Thank you!

Martelle Water Treatment, Inc.
Master Meter
Mcwane Ductile
Midwest Meter, Inc.
Midwest Plant Solutions
Monroe Truck Equipment
MSA Professional Services, Inc.
Mulcahy Shaw Water
Municipal Well & Pump
Northern Lake Service, Inc.
PJK Co.
Pump Solutions, Inc.
R.N.O.W., Inc.
REL - Engineering & Certified Operations
Romac
Roth Professional Solutions
Sabel Mechanical, Llc
Sealing Systems Inc.
Seiler Instrument - Geospatial
Sensus (A Xylem Brand)
Serwe Implement Llc
Sherwin Williams Co.
Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc.
SIP Industries
Staab Construction
Sub Surface Instruments
Summit Infrastructure
Swiderski Equipment Inc.
Synergy Sales & Service Inc.
Tony Belden Co., Llc
UEMSI/HTV
Underground Solutions
USA Bluebook
USDA Rural Development
USG Water Solutions
Utilitylogic
Vermeer Wisconsin
Visu-Sewer
Water Well Solutions Wisconsin, LLC
William/Reid
Wisconsin Department Of 
	 Natural Resources
Wisconsin Flowgate & Drainage
Wisconsin Pump Works
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Roger Kieliszewski	 55” TV	 donated by Adaptor
Victor Trimble	 Milwaukee Drill Combo	 donated by Core & Main
Noah Watson	 22” Blackstone Griddle	 donated by Martelle
Ed Zwolinski	 WI Badgers Tent	 donated by MSA
Brandon Millin	 Milwaukee M218 Blower	 donated by L&S Electric
Jeff Kreutzinger 	 $100 Tractor Supply Gift Card	 donated by Dixon Engineering
Christopher Massart	 $100 Tractor Supply Gift Card	 donated by Dixon Engineering
Scott Dennee 	 $50 Menards Gift Card	 donated by Ayres
Steve Yaeger	 $50 Menards Gift Card	 donated by Ayres
Julius Weisensel 	 $50 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by Municipal Well & Pump
Dean Bergstrom	 $50 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by Municipal Well & Pump
Matt Kunz 	 $50 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by Municipal Well & Pump
Adam Davis	 $50 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by Municipal Well & Pump
Mike LaFave	 $ Fleat Farm Gift Card	 donated by Sealing Systemes 
Bill Miller	 $100 Cash	 donated by B&M Technical Service
Chris Bunes	 Money tree- $340 cash	 donated by WRWA Staff & Board
Chris Bunes	 $50 Kwick Trip Gift Cards 	 donated by CTL
Bob LaMarche	 $50 Kwick Trip Gift Cards 	 donated by CTL
Christopher Massart	 $50 Kwick Trip Gift Cards 	 donated by CTL
Jeff Schultz	 $50 Kwick Trip Gift Cards 	 donated by CTL
Doug Klemm	 Asorted Out Door Gear	 donated by USABlueBook
Chris Pipkorn	 Milwaukee Tools	 donated by First Waterworks 
Ryan Ellis	 Igloo Cooler, Chiar, Beer	 donated by Northern Lakes Service
Justin Kettner	 DeWalt Chainsaw/Blower	 donated by ISG Inc.
Dale Peterson	 Big Buddy Heater	 donated by Sub Surface
Paul Smith	 Milwaukee Chainsaw	 donated by Hawkins
Rodney Arnold	 Igloo Cooler	 donated by M.E. Simpson
Luke Paulus	 Soft Sided Yeti Cooler 	 donated by Crane Engineering 
Matt Saloun	 Trail Camera 	 donated by UEMSI/HTV
Stephen Murphy	 Trail Camera 	 donated by Energenecs
Scott Dennee 	 RTIC Cooler	 donated by American Flow Control
Ed Zwolinski	 Solo Stove Pack	 donated by Cedar Corp
Paul Hansen	 Bag Chairs 	 donated by LAI, Ltd
Mark Young	 Pickleball Set 	 donated by USG Water Solutions
Justin Kettner	 RTIC Cooler	 donated by JMR Sales
Jeremy Zwiefelhofer	 RTIC Cooler	 donated by JMR Sales 
Jon Craker	 St. Croix Rod & Reel	 donated by Xylem
Tony Kunz	 RTIC Cooler	 donated by LAI, Ltd.
David Hensley	 Booze & Beanie	 donated by KLM Engineering
Ashton Arnold	 Milwaukee Light	 donated by Ford Meter Box
Matt Duwe	 $125 Home Depot Gift Card	 donated by Sensus
Andrew Minster	 Big Frig Cooler	 donated by DSG Supply
Chris Scholtes	 $50 Sheels Gift Card	 donated by Utility Logic
Chuck Setter	 $50 Sheels Gift Card	 donated by Utility Logic
Jonathan Hankins	 JBL Speaker	 donated by Envirotech
Terry Adler	 $100 Scheels Giftcard	 donated by Copperhead
Brian McCarville	 Milwaukee Angle Grinder	 donated by Ferguson
Samuel Bautch	 $75 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by L.W. Allen
Dave Dornfeld	 $75 Kwik Trip Gift Card	 donated by L.W. Allen
Brandon Wiza	 Timber Ridge Chair	 donated by L PJK Co.
Ken Murray	 RTIC Cooler	 donated by L CBS Squared, Inc.
Matt Beekman	 Backpack Cooler	 donated by L Vermeer

Thank you to our sponsors and attendees who have 
participated in this years 2025 Outdoor Expo. 

Congratulations to our Raffle Prize winners!

We appreciate our 2025 Outdoor Expo Vendors. 
Thank you!
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The foundation of any thriving community is access to clean, 
reliable water. For over a century, McMahon has helped shape 

Wisconsin’s water infrastructure—working with municipalities large 

and small to meet the evolving needs of their residents. Its influence 

can be seen in wells, towers and pipelines across the state.

Founded in 1909 in the Fox Valley, McMahon began as a local 

engineering firm. Over generations, the company expanded its 

reach and expertise, growing into a trusted partner for communities 

statewide. While McMahon’s capabilities broadened alongside 

changing technologies and regulations, its values have remained 

steady: service, client satisfaction and solutions that stand the test of 

time.

By approaching each challenge as an opportunity for long-term 

impact, McMahon continues to help municipalities move from 

outdated water systems to resilient, future-ready networks.

LEADING THE WAY IN WATER TREATMENT

Innovation is central to McMahon’s philosophy. Whether it’s 

finding new ways to meet regulatory requirements or streamlining 

distribution systems for efficiency, it looks beyond quick fixes to 

deliver creative, cost-effective solutions. When it comes to water 

treatment, McMahon is a leader in adopting advanced technologies 

that safeguard communities.

The recent Reverse Osmosis Water Treatment System in Winneconne 

is a clear example. To address the village’s water quality concerns, 

McMahon conducted extensive pilot testing and opted for a 

centralized RO membrane treatment facility designed for both 

efficiency and compliance—only the third municipal application of 

its kind in Wisconsin. 

Reverse Osmosis Water Treatment System in Winneconne, 
Wisconsin

●	Three (3) two-stage reverse osmosis membrane skids were installed.

●	Each membrane skid features eight (8) 8-inch diameter, 6-element 
pressure vessels, providing a feed capacity of 250-gpm per skid for 
a total system capacity of 500-gpm when one stage is out of service 
or in a cleaning cycle.

●	A clean-in-place and permeate flush skid system was provided for 
maintenance.

●	Chemical feed systems consisting of scale inhibitors, sodium 
hypochlorite, blended phosphate and pH adjustment as well as 
chemicals for membrane cleaning were provided.

●	The Well #2 project included upgrades to the electrical and control 
systems, which also added new emergency backup power for 
uninterrupted operation.

MCMAHON’S 
Impact on Wisconsin’s 
Water Infrastructure
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SUSTAINABILITY FOR THE LONG HAUL

Recognizing that today’s investments must serve communities 

reliably for generations, McMahon prioritizes solutions that not only 

address current needs but also anticipate future demands, reduce 

long-term costs, and simplify ongoing maintenance. This forward-

thinking approach shapes every project, big or small, ensuring that 

both resources and infrastructure remain resilient long into the future.

The Town of Greenville faced aging infrastructure and operational 

inefficiencies that required a comprehensive solution. McMahon 

stepped in to develop a Water System Master Plan that would 

streamline operations, enhance system reliability, and ensure 

sustainable service for years to come.

Water System Improvements in Greenville, Wisconsin

•	 Combined three pressure zones into a single zone.

•	 Constructed a new elevated tower to replace storage capacity 

from an older tower, while adjusting overflow elevations and 

modifying an existing tower to maintain consistent pressure 

across the community.

•	 Replaced a leaking iron filter tank at Well #3 with a new 

packaged iron filter system, featuring a removable underdrain 

plate for factory coating, easier inspection, and ongoing 

preventative maintenance.

•	 Kept the existing filter system in service during construction to 

maintain uninterrupted water quality and service.

COLLABORATION AS A CORNERSTONE

None of these successful projects happen in isolation. McMahon 

believes strongly in the power of partnership—working side by side 

with municipal leaders, utility staff and the communities themselves. 

Collaboration is woven into the planning and implementation of 

every project. It means listening to local needs, respecting budgets 

and supporting operators long after construction is finished.

This collaborative approach ensures that every project is not just a 

technical success but also a meaningful investment in the community. 

By fostering strong partnerships, prioritizing sustainability and 

focusing on long-term resilience, McMahon continues to help 

Wisconsin communities thrive well into the future.

added service expertise:

STORMWATER - LAND SURVEYING - ENVIRONMENT/ECOLOGY - TRANSPORTATION

GIS - ARCHITECTURE - CONSTRUCTION & OPERATIONS ASSISTANCE

PUBLIC SAFETY & MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT - FUNDING STRATEGIES

DRINKING 

WATER:

Supply Development

Water Treatment

Storage & Distribution

Emerging Contaminants

Evaluations, Planning

Full-service Design

CLEAN, SAFE WATER

IS A VITAL NECESSITY

WASTEWATER:

Pretreatment & Treatment

Needs Review, Facility Planning

Full-service Design

Biosolids Management

Nutrient Removal

Emerging Contaminants

Pumping & Collection Systems

Instrumentation & Controls

Odor Control

Regulatory Compliance

Waste-to-Energy, Renewable Fuels

Wisconsin - Illinois - Indiana

920.751.4200

MCMGRP.COM



36 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE

WRWA
Business Member List

120Water
A.Y. McDonald Mfg Co.
ADAPTOR INC.
Advanced Drainage Systems Inc.
ADVANCED MICROBIAL 		
	 SOLUTIONS
ADVANCED SAFETY 		
	 TECHNOLOGY INC.
AgSource Laboratories 
American Ductile Iron Pipe
AMERICAN FLOW CONTROL
AMERICAN LEAK DETECTION
AMERICAN STRUCTURES INC.
Applied Technologies Inc.
Aqua – Pure, Inc.
AquaFix, Inc.
AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS CO.
AYRES ASSOCIATES
B & M TECHNICAL SERVICES
BADGER LABORATORIES 
BADGER METER INC.
Badger State Inspection, LLC
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Baker Water Systems
Baxter & Woodman Inc.
BECHER-HOPPE
BLUE EARTH PRODUCTS
Boardman & Clark LLP
BROWN EQUIPMENT COMPANY
BYTEC RESOUCE MANAGEMENT
Cady Aquastore Inc.
CB&I Storage Tank Solutions, LLC
CBS SQUARED, INC.
CEDAR CORPORATION
CLARK DIETZ INC.
Classic Protective Coatings Inc.
Clow Valve
COATING RESOURCES, INC.
COMMERCIAL TESTING LAB INC.
Cooper Engineering Company Inc.
Copperhead Industries, LLC 
CORE & MAIN
Crane Engineering Sales Inc.
CRESCENT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 	
	 COMPANY
CRETEX SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
CT LABORATORIES, LLC
CTW CORPORATION
CUES, Inc.
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
 

DAVY ENGINEERING CO & DAVY 	
	 LABORATORIES
DELTA 3 ENGINEERING, INC.
DIXON ENGINEERING INC.
DN Tanks
DONOHUE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
DORNER COMPANY
DRYDON EQUIPMENT INC.
EJ EQUIPMENT, INC.
EJ USA, Inc.
ENERGENECS INC.
EnviroTech Equipment Company, LLC
ESI WATER/CLA-VAL
ETNA SUPPLY COMPANY
Faith Leak Detection Services, LLC
Fehr-Graham Engineering & 
Environmental
FERGUSON WATERWORKS – 	
	 DAVIES
FIRST SUPPLY LLC 
Fischer, Harris & Associates
Flow-Rite Pipe & Sewer Services, LLC
Fluoramics, Inc.
FLYGT A XYLEM BRAND
FOCUS ON ENERGY
FORD METER BOX COMPANY
FORTINET
GENERAL ENGINEERING 		
	 COMPANY INC.
GRAEF
Granse/Trio Sales 
Great Lakes TV Seal Inc.
Great Northern Environmental
Great Plains Structures
Hach
HAWKINS INC.
Huma Environmental
HYDRO CORP., INC
Hydro-Klean, Inc.
InfoSense, Inc.
INFRASTRUCTURE DL, LLC
ISG GROUP, INC.
INTEGRATED PROCESS 		
	 SOLUTIONS INC.
INTERNATIONAL PAINT
J.F. Ahern Company
JAMES ORR COATING 		
	 INSPECTION, LLC
JCM Industries, Inc.
JIM JOLLY SALES, INC.
JMB & Associates, LLC.

JWR INC.
Kasco Marine
KLM ENGINEERING INC.
KUNKEL ENGINEERING  
	 GROUP LLC
L.F. George, Inc.
L – R Meter Testing & Repair Inc.
L&S ELECTRIC, INC.
L.W. ALLEN, LLC
LadTech
LAI, Ltd.
LANE TANK CO INC.
M.E. Simpson Company Inc.
MACQUEEN EQUIPMENT OF 
WISCONSIN
Maguire Iron Inc.
MALLOY ELECTRIC
MARTELLE WATER  
	 TREATMENT INC.
Martenson & Eisele Inc.
Master Meter, Inc.
MCMAHON
McWane Ductile
MEAD & HUNT INC.
Metering & Technology Solutions
Metron-Farnier & Transparent Tech.
Mid America Meter Inc.
MID CITY CORPORATION
Midco Diving & Marine Services, Inc.
MIDWEST METER, INC.
MIDWEST PLANT SOLUTIONS
Midwest Testing
Monroe Truck Equipment, Inc.
Morgan & Parmley, LTD
MSA PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
MUELLER COMPANY
MULCAHY/SHAW WATER INC.
MUNICIPAL WELL & PUMP
Musson Brothers, Inc.
NORTHERN LAKE SERVICE INC.
Novo Solutions, Inc.
P.J. KORTENS & COMPANY INC.
Peerless Well & Pump
Pittsburg Tank & Tower Maintenance 	
	 Company
Prinsco, Inc.
PUMP SOLUTIONS, INC.
Quality Flow Systems, Inc.
raSmith
R.H. Batterman & Company Inc.
RANGE DATA, INC.

Red Flint Sand & Gravel, LLC
Ridgeline Utility Co.
R.N.O.W., INC.
ROBERT E. LEE & ASSOCIATES INC.
ROTH PROFESSIONAL 		
	 SOLUTIONS
RUEKERT & MIELKE INC.
Rural Water Financing Agency
Sabel Mechanical LLC.
SEALING SYSTEMS INC.
SEILER GEOSPATIAL
SENSUS USA, INC.
SERWE IMPLEMENT, LLC.
SHERWIN WILLIAMS
SHORT ELLIOTT  
	 HENDRICKSON INC.
Soderholm/Watts
STAAB CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION
STARNET TECHNOLOGIES
Strand Associates Inc.
Subsurface Instruments, Inc. 
SUMMIT INFRASTRUCTURE
TEAM LABORATORY CHEMICAL 	
	 CORP.
THE EXPEDITERS, INC.
THERMA-TRON-X, INC.
Tony Belden Co., LLC
TOWN & COUNTRY 		
	 ENGINEERING, INC.
TRIPLEPOINT ENVIRONMENTAL
TRI-STATE PUMP & CONTROL
Trotter & Associates, Inc.
UEMSI/HTV
United Systems & Software, Inc.
USA BLUEBOOK
USEMCO Inc.
USG WATER SOLUTIONS
UTILITY LOGIC
VERMEER-WISCONSIN INC.
VIERBICHER ASSOCIATES INC.
VISU-SEWER LLC
Water Conservation Services, Inc.
WATER SURPLUS
WATER WELL SOLUTIONS 		
	 SERVICE GROUP INC.
Waterly
WILLIAM/REID LTD.
WISCONSIN PUMP WORKS
Wisconsin Surplus Online Auction

Members in “BLUE BOLD & ALL CAPS” are Corporate Members 
Members in “RED BOLD & ALL CAPS” are Corporate Gold Members
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 I long for September all year round.  It marks the beginning of my 
favorite season.  A time of year that marks another hunting season for 
those that partake in this outdoor activity. Given the authority, I would 
declare September 1st New Years Day.

The hunt begins on that day.  Goose and dove hunters will go afield first, 
followed later in the month by those pursuing bear, grouse, turkey, deer, 
woodcock and waterfowl.  It is a busy month indeed for those that call 
outdoors home in the fall.  Add late season musky hunting to the list and 
spare time on the September calendar for sportsmen disappears.

Overnight, the transition from summer to fall will take place.  A predicted 
cold front - with temperatures at night in the 40s and daytime highs in 
the 50s – will remind us that fall is at our doorsteps.  While it is still a 
month before the brilliant colors of October surround us, something 
deep inside hunters and migrant birds is stirring now.  Following gun 
dogs, or sitting in secluded blinds, hunters will enjoy front row seats in 
nature’s migratory theater and the transformation of seasons.     

At the end of August, while sitting around our fire pit, we witnessed the 
first wave of nighthawks as they began their gentle movements south. 
Traveling to South America takes a long time and fueling the voyage 
involves lots of insects – available in the sky as they pass on through 
our river valley.  Monarch butterflies also began their southward journey 
- gone by the first frost and by October’s end, basking in Mexican 
sunshine.  By the tail end of September, blue-winged teal and wood 
ducks will be packing their bags.   

Like many of our neighbors, we have tempted local and migrant critters 
to a food plot.  Strategically located at the end of our prairie field and in 
range of the kitchen table spotting scope, ours has offered endless hours 
of entertainment – especially in the fall.   Recently, several turkeys have 
been stars of the daily show and visit our plot more than once a day.  
While there, they make the most of what it has to offer.  The buckwheat, 
sorghum and clover were planted rather late, yet have responded to 
ample rainfall and now provide cover and food for a wide variety of 

In a review by Dan Small, host of Outdoor Wisconsin and contributing editor of Wisconsin Outdoor News, he noted;  “In this 
series of short musings, reminiscent of Aldo Leopold’s A Sand county Almanac, Blomberg, with his senses as keen as those of his 
beloved bird dogs, shares the lessons he has learned from a lifetime of observing the seasonal changes of the natural world.”

Country Journal and Old Man’s Musings: Publisher - Ten16Press, Waukesha, Wisconsin , 5.5 x 8.5, Paperback , 140 pages, $14.99
Available from Ten 16 Press, www. ten16press.com, 140 pages, paper, $14.99.
Also available through Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and can be ordered through Ingram at most independent book stores.

*Autographed copies can be purchased for $14.99 plus tax and shipping by contacting the author at:	 2099 Mayflower Road, 
Junction City, WI 54443 or by email at: eaupleinekennels@gmail.com.

ANNOUNCING  BOOK RELEASE
Announcing		Book	Release 

 
I’m pleased to reveal my fourth book, COUNTRY	JOURNAL	-	&	OLD	MA

N’S	MUSINGS	was 

released late last year. 

 

 

 
In a review by Dan Small, host of Outdoor Wisconsin and contributing editor of Wisconsin 

Outdoor News, he noted; 

“In this series of short musings, reminiscent of Aldo Leopold’s A Sand county Almanac, 

Blomberg, with his senses as keen as those of his beloved bird dogs, shares the lessons he 

has learned from a lifetime of observing the seasonal changes of the natural world.” 

UPTHECREEK
Ken Blomberg, 
WRWA past Executive Director

SEPTEMBER WINDS

WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

My fourth book, COUNTRY JOURNAL - & OLD MAN’S MUSINGS was released late last year.
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wildlife.  In the case of our turkeys, the buckwheat is flowering and 
attracting insects – a protein laden food source for birds of all stripes.

Deer, including a couple of white deer, are working over the neighbor’s 
soybean fields and several mature bucks have been seen grazing at 
dusk.  Their antlers will soon shed their reddish-brown velvet coatings 
and shine bright as archers wait along their runways between bedding 
and feeding areas.  

By mid-month, hunters and their bird dogs will work the uplands for 
grouse and woodcock and the sound of bells may be heard as they 
comb alder and popple stands.  The baying of hound dogs will fill the 
northwoods as the bear hunt will be in full swing.  This year, a young 
neighbor and his mentor have established a bear bait on our back 40. 
At least four bears have visited the stump full of sweet “goodies” making 
the possibility of success a reality. By the end of the month, my grandson 
and I  will roam nearby marshes, rivers and lakes for ducks and geese.

In a technical sense, autumn’s equinox arrives in late September when the 
Sun crosses the equator and the duration of day and night stands equal.    

But in reality, fall blows in with a vengeance when cold fronts and 
blustery winds sweep down from Canada.  When average temperatures 
drop more than twenty degrees and suddenly autumn unfolds before 
our very eyes.  October is right around the corner and now’s the time to 
taste the sounds, sights and smells of the season.  

Northern geese have begun to pass through in noisy gaggles.  Cranes 
trumpet from nearby harvested fields and secluded marshes.   Wood 
ducks cry as they patrol backwater sloughs and river bottoms.  On rare 

occasions, male ruffed grouse drum, rooster pheasant crow and tom 
turkeys gobble.  Buck deer will soon grunt for mates and from hedgerow 
thickets migrating songbirds will warble.  Autumn music is with us until 
the season’s final curtain call.     

 The brilliant shades of yellow, orange, and red overrule the green 
pigments in leaves that thrive only in warm weather.  As temperatures 
drop and daylight hours diminish, autumn pigments kick in and leaves 
transform like magic, sometimes overnight.  Now is the moment to 
explore the countryside to view its full glory.  Time is of essence as the 
winds of the season will eventually send the foliage to the forest floor.

For hunters, that means following the course of migrant game birds.  For 
birders, it’s time to keep an eye on the sky and in the bush.  Throngs of 
juncos, warblers, fox sparrows and robins will invade central Wisconsin 
soon.  Waterfowl and cranes are staging in large numbers throughout 
the state.  Geese chase their flyways and woodcock slip in quietly – 
without fanfare and in the dark of night – their initial rides on the wave 
of northwesterly winds.  Dogwood thickets and alder bottoms become 
transitory homes for woodcock - their secluded whereabouts only 
uncovered by investigating bird dogs and hunters.

Step outside, take a deep breath and smell the season.  Fallen leaves, 
pine needles and brown grasses soaked in morning dew arouse our 
senses like nothing else.  Exhale and see your breath for perhaps the 
first time since last winter.  Enjoy the tang of frosty mornings and crisp 
moonlit nights.  Until next spring, you’ll smell nothing more refreshing. 

Together, in September, we greet the chill that accompanies the season.
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Brenda Staudenmaier, 
WRWA Training Specialist

What makes them remarkable is their ability to detect 
leaks that slip past even the most sophisticated acoustic or 
electronic tools. 

Super-Sniffers
on the Job

Our best friends just became our best leak detectors.

There’s a new hero in the field, leak detection dogs! They may not 
wear capes, but they’re every bit as impressive. These specially trained 
canines are helping water and wastewater utilities find leaks more 
quickly, more accurately, and with less disruption than ever before.

Different dogs are trained for different jobs: some detect leaks in water 
pipes, others in sewer lines. Training a single dog to distinguish between 
clean water and wastewater is challenging, especially when these lines 
can be located close together, so utilities typically use separate dogs 
for each task.

What makes them remarkable is their ability to detect leaks that slip 

past even the most sophisticated acoustic or electronic tools. While 

traditional methods might narrow a leak location down to a two-mile 

stretch, dogs can survey the same area in a fraction of the time and 

pinpoint the exact location within about two feet. Once the dog alerts 

to a leak, an acoustic team can confirm before any digging begins.

These dogs aren’t here to replace locating technology, they work 

alongside it. By reducing unnecessary digs, they minimize damage to 

landscapes and infrastructure, save time and money, and help utilities 

conserve precious water resources. In the right hands, they’re more 

Photo Credit:  Walnut Grove K9s or K9 Water Leak Detection
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than just leak-finders. They’re community protectors, budget savers, 
and one sniff at a time, defenders of our water systems.

A fully trained leak detection dog can cost between $15,000 and 
$20,000, but utilities also have the option to train dogs themselves or 
work with trainers remotely for a fraction of the cost.

One person leading the charge in this field is Elisa Jones, an Ohio 
Class 3 Water and Wastewater Operator since 2012. Since 2014, she 
has worked for the City of Oxford, Ohio, as a wastewater laboratory 
technician. In 2022, after learning about K9 leak detection through the 
Ohio EPA, Elisa discovered that the primary trainer for these specialized 
dogs was located in Little Rock, Arkansas. She traveled there to train 
her own scent-sport dog and, upon returning home, developed a 
remote training program for water leak detection. Since then, she 
has remotely trained five dogs now actively working in the field. Elisa 
has been training dogs since 1996 and competing with them since 
2018, combining her passion for canines with her dedication to water 
system efficiency.

According to the U.S. EPA, about 16% of treated water is lost before 
it ever reaches customers, often due to leaks or inaccurate metering. 
That loss costs utilities millions of dollars annually and wastes valuable 
resources.

Imagine if every water or wastewater plant had a leak detection 
dog on staff. Beyond their practical skills, many operators, especially 
those working alone at night, might appreciate the companionship. 

While the initial investment can seem high, the potential savings in 
water loss prevention and reduced infrastructure damage can quickly 
outweigh the cost.

For more information:  WATER LEAK DETECTION DOGS, LLC Training 
exceptional dogs for water conservation 
 https://www.waterleakdogs.com/

K9 Water Leak Detection University https://www.
k9waterleakdetection.com/

Upcoming Training Opportunity

The Wisconsin Rural Water Association (WRWA) will be partnering with 
Elisa Jones to offer a virtual leak detection dog training on Wednesday, 
December 3rd.  Check the WRWA training calendar for details (https://
www.wrwa.org/training-calendar/).

   

		  ~ Brenda
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DISRICT 1 (Northeast)
**2YK, LLC
Algoma
*Allouez
Antigo
*Ashwaubenon
Bailey’s Harbor WWTP
Bear Creek
Bellevue 
Birnamwood
Black Creek
Bonduel
Bowler
Brazeau Sanitary System #1
Cecil
Clintonville
Coleman
Combined Locks
Crandon
Crivitz
Dale Sanitary District No. 1
Darboy Sanitary District #1
*De Pere
Denmark
Eagle River
Egg Harbor
Elcho Sanitary District
Embarrass
Ephraim
Fish Creek Sanitary District #1
Florence
Forest County Potawatomi
Freedom Sanitary District #1
**Geiss Inc
Gillett
Goodman Sanitary District #1
Grand Chute
*Green Bay 
Greenville Sanitary District
Gresham
**Hiawatha Mobile Homes 
Estates
Hobart
Holland Sanitary District #1
Hortonville
*Howard
Iola
*Kaukauna
Kewaunee
Kimberly
Krakow Sanitary District #1
Lake Tomahawk Sanitary 
District No. 1
Lakeland Sanitary District #1
**Lakeland Village
Lakewood Sanitary District #1
Laona Sanitary District #1
Lawrence Utility District
Ledgeview 
Lena
Little Chute
Luxemburg 
Manawa
*Marinette
Marion
Mattoon

Menominee Tribal
*Merrill
**Merrill Area Public Schools
**Natural Beauty Growers
New London
Niagara
Nichols
Oconto
Oconto Sanitary District #1
Oconto Falls
Oneida Nation Utility
Peshtigo
Phelps Sanitary District #1
Pound
Pulaski
Rhinelander
Russell Sanitary District #1
Scandinavia
Scott 
Seymour
Shawano
Shawano Lake Sanitary District #1
Shiocton
Sister Bay
Sokaogon Chippewa 
Community
Sturgeon Bay
Suamico 
Suring
**Three Lakes Northernaire 	
	 Sanitary District
Three Lakes Sanitary District
**Thunder Properties, LLC
Tigerton
Tomahawk
Wabeno Sanitary District No. 1
Waupaca
Wausaukee
Weyauwega
White Lake
**Wisconsin Veterans Home 
Wittenberg
Wrightstown
Wrightstown Sanitary District #1

DISTRICT 2 (Southeast)
**7 Mile Fair Inc.
Adell
Albany
Algoma Sanitary District #1
Allenton Sanitary District
**Antioch Storage LLC
Arlington
Ashippun Sanitary District
**Asset Development Group Inc.
**Autumn Ridge Water  
	 System, LLC
*Beaver Dam
Belgium
Belleville
*Beloit
Beloit Sewer Department, 
Town of
Big Bend
Black Earth
Bloomfield

Blue Mounds
Brandon
Brillion
Bristol
Brodhead
*Brookfield, Town of
Brookfield, City of
Brooklyn
Brownsville
Browntown
Burlington
Caledonia Water Utility District
Cambria
Cambridge
Cambridge – Oakland 	
	 Wastewater Commission
Campbellsport
Cascade
Cedarburg
**Cedar Crest Specialties Inc
Cedar Grove
**Cedar Lake Home 
Chilton
Cleveland 
Clinton
Clyman
Columbus
**Concordia University Wisconsin
Consolidated Koshkonong 	
	 Sanitary District
Cottage Grove
**Country Aire Mobile Home Park
Country Estates Sanitary District
**Country View Estates
Cross Plains
**Crystal Lake RV Park
*Cudahy
**Dakota Capital Park
Dane
**Dairyfood USA, Inc. 
Darien
De Forest
Deerfield
Delafield
*Delafield-Hartland WPCC
Delavan
Delavan Lake Sanitary District
**Don’s Mobile Manor Inc
Dousman
Eagle
East Troy, Town of
East Troy, Village of
Eden
Edgerton
Elkhart Lake
Elkhorn
**Erin School District
Evansville
Fairwater
Fall River
*Fitchburg
*Fond du Lac
Fontana
Footville
**Foremost Farms USA
*Fort Atkinson

*Fox Crossing
Fox Lake
Fox Point
Franklin
Fredonia
Friesland
Fulton
**Geneva National Services
Genoa City
*Germantown
Glenbeulah
*Glendale
**Grande Cheese
**Great Valve Homes Inc.
*Greendale
**Hale Park Meadows Water 	
	 Trust
Harmony Grove Sanitary District
Harrison
Hartford
Hartland
Hilbert
**Holy Family Convent
Horicon
Hustisford
Iron Ridge
Ixonia Sanitary District #1
Jackson
*Janesville
Jefferson
Johnson Creek
Juda Sanitary District  
Juneau
**KD Plumbing Inc.
Kellnersville
Kewaskum
Kiel
**Kikkoman Foods Inc
Kohler
Lake Como Sanitary District #1
Lake Geneva
**Lake Meadows Water Trust
Lake Mills
Lannon
Larsen – Winchester Sanitary 	
	 District
LeRoy Sanitary District #1
Liberty Sanitary District No. 1
Lodi
Lomira
Lowell
*Madison
*Manitowoc
Maple Bluff
Maribel
Marshall
Mayville
Mazomanie
McFarland
*Menasha
Menasha Utility District
Menomonee Falls
*Middleton
Milton
*Milwaukee
Mishicot

Monona
*Monroe
Monticello
Mount Horeb
Mukwonago
*Muskego
**Natural Oven’s Bakery Inc.
*Neenah
New Berlin
New Glarus
New Holstein
Newburg
North Fond du Lac
Northern Moraine Utility 	
	 Commission
*Oak Creek
Oakfield
*Oconomowoc
Omro
Oostburg
Oregon
Orfordville
*Oshkosh
Palmyra
Pardeeville
**Pat’s Services, Inc.
*Pewaukee, City of
Pewaukee, Village of
*Pleasant Prairie
Plymouth
**Plymouth Joint School 	
	 District
Plymouth Town Sanitary 	
	 District #1
Portage
Poynette
*Racine
**Rainbow Lake Manor
Randolph
Random Lake
Reedsville
Reeseville
Rio
Ripon
**Robert William Park Water 	
	 Assoc
Rochester Sewer Department
**Rock Prairie Montessori School
**Rock River Leisure Estates 	
	 Cooperative
Rosendale
S & R Egg Farm, Inc.
**St. Benedict’s Abbey 
St. Cloud
St. Nazianz
Salem Utility District
Saukville
**Shady Hill Mobile Home Park
Sharon
Sheboygan, Town of
Sheboygan Falls
Sherwood
*Shorewood
Shorewood Hills
Slinger
Somers

WRWA
System Member List

*Associate Members (Over 10,000 pop.) **Other Than Municipal
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*South Milwaukee
Stoughton
*Sun Prairie
**Sunnyfield Acres Water Assoc.
Sussex
**The Knolls Water  
	 Co-Operative
Theresa
**Tremain Mobile Home Park
**Trevor-Wilmont Consolidated 	
	 Grade School District
Troy Center Sanitary District #1
**Twin Lakes Park Co. Op. Inc 
*Two Rivers
Union Grove
Valders
Verona
Waldo
Walworth
*Walworth County Metro 	
	 Sewerage District
Waterford
Waterloo
*Watertown
*Waukesha
Waunakee
*Waupun
*Wauwatosa
**Wendorf Enterprises 2 LLC
*West Bend
Westport
Whitelaw
*Whitewater
Williams Bay
Wind Point
Windsor Sanitary District #1
Winneconne
**Winneconne Community 	
	 School District
Wyocena
**Yorkville

DISTRICT 3 (Central)
Abbotsford
Adams
Alma Center
Almond
Amherst
Athens
Berlin
Biron
Black River Falls
**Brakebush Brothers, Inc.
Brockway Sanitary District #1
Camp Douglas
Cashton
Chelsea Sanitary District
Chili Sanitary District #1
**Clark Co Health Care Center
Colby
Coloma
**Community Water & Sewer
Curtiss
Dorchester
Edgar
Elroy
Friendship
Gilman
Granton
Green Lake
**Green Lake Conference 
Center
Green Lake Sanitary District
Greenwood
Hancock
Hatfield Sanitary District 1
Hatley
Hewitt 

Hixton
Hustler
Junction City
Kendall
Kronenwetter 
Little Green Lake Protection & 	
	 Rehab. District
Loyal
Lyndon Station
Maine
Marathon
Markesan
*Marshfield
Mauston
Medford
Melrose
Merrillan
Milan Sanitary District
Milladore
Montello
Mosinee
Necedah
Neillsville
Nekoosa
Neshkoro 
New Lisbon
Northfield Sanitary District #1
Norwalk
Oakdale
**Ocean Spray Cranberries, 	
	 Inc. - Tomah
Owen
**Pineland Park Enterprises LTD
Pittsville
Plainfield
Plover
Port Edwards
Princeton
Redgranite
Rib Lake
Rib Mountain Sanitary District
Rome
Rosholt Sewer Commission
Rothschild
Schofield
Silver Lake Sanitary District
Sparta
Spencer
Stetsonville
*Stevens Point
Stratford
Taylor
Thorp
Tomah
Union Center
Unity 
**Upper Room Properties
Vesper
Volk Field
Warrens
*Wausau
Wautoma
Westboro Sanitary District #1
Westfield
*Weston
Whiting
Wilton
Withee
Wonewoc

DISTRICT 4 (Northwest)
Almena
Amery
Ashland
Baldwin
Balsam Lake
Barron
Bayfield

Bell Sanitary District#1
Birchwood
Bloomer
Boyceville
Boyd
Bruce 
Butternut
Cable Sanitary District #1
Cadott
Cameron
Catawba-Kennan Joint 	
	 Sewage Commission
Centuria
Chetek
*Chippewa Falls
Clayton
Clear Lake
Clover Sanitary District #1
Colfax
Cornell
Cumberland
Dallas
Deer Park WWTP
Downsville Sanitary District 
Dresser
Drummond Sanitary District #1
Elk Mound
Emerald – Greenwood 	
	 Sanitary District #1
Exeland
Fifield Sanitary District #1
Frederic
Glen Flora
Glenwood City
Glidden Sanitary District
Grandview Sanitary District #1
Grantsburg
Hammond
Hawkins
Hayward
Hudson
Hurley
Iron River Sanitary District #1
Joint Water Quality 
Commission of Danbury & 
	 St. Croix Chippewa Indians 	
	 of WI
Knapp
Knight
Lac Courte Oreilles Public 	
	 Works Department
Ladysmith
Lake Hallie
Lake Holcombe Sanitary 
District #1
Luck
Madeline Sanitary District
Manitou Falls Sanitary District #1
Mason
Mellen
*Menomonie
Mercer Sanitary District #1
Milltown
Minong
Montreal
New Auburn
New Richmond
**Northwood School District
Ogema Sanitary District No. 1
Osceola
Park Falls
Phillips
**Pleasant Valley Properties of 	
	 WI, LLC
Poplar Wastewater 
Port Wing Sanitary District
Prentice
Radisson

Red Cliff North
Rice Lake
*River Falls
Roberts
Saxon Sanitary District #1
Sheldon
Shell Lake
Siren
Solon Springs WWTF
Somerset
Spooner
St. Croix Falls
Stanley
Star Prairie
Stone Lake Sanitary District
**Stresau Lab Inc
*Superior Water Light & Power
Superior, Village of
**T.A.P. Investments
Tony
Trade Lake
Turtle Lake
Washburn
Webster
Weyerhaeuser
Wheeler
Winter
**Wisconsin Structural Steel
Woodville

DISTRICT 5 (Southwest)
Alma
Altoona
Arcadia
Arena
Argyle
Augusta
Avoca
Bagley
Bangor
Baraboo
Barneveld
Bay City
Belmont
Benton
Blair
Blanchardville
Bloomington
Blue River
Boscobel
Bridgeport Sanitary District
Campbell
Cassville
Cazenovia
Chaseburg
Cobb
Cochrane
Coon Valley
Cuba City
Darlington
**Dell Creek Estates
Dickeyville
Dodge Sanitary District #1
Dodgeville
Durand
Eastman
Eleva
Ellsworth
Elmwood
Ettrick
Fairchild
Fall Creek
Farmington Sanitary District
Fennimore
Fountain City
Galesville
Gays Mills
Genoa

Gratiot
Hazel Green
Highland
Hillpoint Sanitary District
Hillsboro
Hollandale
Holmen
Independence
Ironton
Kieler Sanitary District #1
*La Crosse
La Farge
La Valle
Lake Delton
Lancaster
Lincoln Sanitary District #1
Linden
Linden Sanitary District No. 1 	
	 Edmund
Livingston
Loganville
Lone Rock
Maiden Rock
**Marell Mobile Home Courts
Merrimac
Mineral Point
Mondovi
Montfort
Mount Hope
Muscoda
Nelson
North Freedom
*Onalaska
Ontario
Osseo
Patch Grove
Pepin
Pigeon Falls
**Pinewood Court Inc.
Plain
*Platteville
Potosi-Tennyson
Prairie du Chien
Prairie du Sac
Prescott
Readstown
Reedsburg
Rewey
Richland Center
Ridgeway
Rock Springs
Rockland
Sauk City
Seneca Sanitary District #1
Sextonville
Shelby Sanitary District #2
Shullsburg
Soldiers Grove
South Wayne
Spring Green
Spring Valley
St. Joseph Sanitary District #1
Stoddard
Strum
Trempealeau
Viola
Viroqua
Wauzeka
West Baraboo
West Central Wisconsin 
Biosolids Facility
West Salem
Westby
Whitehall
Wiota Sanitary District
Wisconsin Dells
Yuba

*Associate Members (Over 10,000 pop.) **Other Than Municipal



46 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



47WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



48 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



49WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



50 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org



51WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

FEATURE



52 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

The Water
Experts
We Help Clients
Navigate All Their
Water Related
Challenges

Milwaukee  |  De Pere  |  Middleton  |  La Crosse  |  meadhunt.com

• Wastewater
• Drinking Water
• Stormwater
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FEATURE

960
Over the past decade, 
Ahern has completed over 
960 water and wastewater 
projects of all sizes.
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Supply Development

Water Treatment (surface/groundwater)

Storage, Pumping& DistributionSystems

Emerging Contaminants

Evaluations, Planning & Studies

Full-Service Design

Construction & Operations Assistance

Funding Strategies & Grant Assistance

Assisting communities in providing

CLEAN, SAFE, RELIABLE WATER

Wisconsin - Illinois - Indiana

920.751.4200

MCMGRP.COM
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CREATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1981 

Madison ∙ Rhinelander ∙ Kenosha ∙ Platteville  

www.tcengineers.net 

 water/wastewater  ∙ stormwater  ∙  municipal  ∙  GIS/mapping 

Milwaukee  |  De Pere  |  Middleton  |  La Crosse 

Experience Exceptional
meadhunt.com



CO
RPO

R
ATE  M

EM
B

ERS

56 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org



CO
RP

O
R

AT
E 

 M
EM

B
ER

S

57WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org



CO
RPO

R
ATE  M

EM
B

ERS

58 WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org



CO
RP

O
R

AT
E 

 M
EM

B
ER

S

59WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org WRWA  FALL 2025  /  www.wrwa.org

Wisconsin + Minnesota Offices: 
Brookfield, Green Bay,  
La Crosse, Bloomington,  
and St. Louis Park
920.434.2128

View Our  
Public Works  

Expertise!
bit.ly/Public-Works_ISG

PROOF

Please carefully check the following:
q Name(s) spelled correctly
q Phone number
q Street number, PO box, address, ZIP
q web site and/or email
(We recommend printing your proof at 100% scale to review the actual size and legibility of text.)

q Approved as is

q Please make the following corrections/changes  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

I understand that this proof has furnished so that I can check for typographical, spelling & grammatical 
accuracy or any errors in layout and that any misspellings or errors that are missed during the proofing 
process the customer is responsible for the cost of reprinting and any other related costs. 

I also understand that due to various monitor settings and models, the colors of this document may not 
print exactly as they appear on my screen.

Signature ______________________________________   Date ________________

Dennis Linley
Business Development

Lab 608.356.2760                             
Cell 608.963-4964 DoD ELAP / NELAP accredited
Fax 608.356.2766 WOSB / WI WBE
dlinley@ctlaboratories.com

CT Laboratories LLC . 1230 Lange Court . Baraboo . WI . 53913

Brett Szymanski
Project Manager / HR Administrator

Lab 608.356.2760                             
Cell 804.239.4800 DoD ELAP / NELAP accredited
bszymanski@ctlaboratories.com WOSB / WI WBE

CT Laboratories LLC . 1230 Lange Court . Baraboo . WI . 53913
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Project Manager 

Project Manager 

Project Manager 

Project Manager 
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dberwanger@ctlaboratories.com

Phone  608-356-2760 
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Cell  608-212-7994 

Cell  608-212-7994 
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Cell  608-212-7994 

Fax  608-356-2766 
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Fax  608-356-2766 

Fax  608-356-2766 

David Berwanger 

David Berwanger 

David Berwanger 

David Berwanger 

David Berwanger 

Vice President and

Vice President and

Vice President and

Vice President and

Vice President and

Operations Manager

Operations Manager

Operations Manager

Operations Manager

Operations Manager

626 State Road 136 • Baraboo, WI 53913
Tel: 608.355.9916 • Fax: 608.355.9917
mmpress@minutemanpress.com

Tri-State Pump & Control

Patrick Hartley

Cell: 515-570-8044
patrick.hartley@tristatepump.com

Sales • Service • Rentals • Municipal & Industrial • Pumps & Accessories

20092 21st Avenue East  Main: 320-558-2000
PO Box 7 Direct: 320-558-4164
Clearwater, MN 55320 Toll Free: 800-537-2040
www.tristatepump.com Fax: 320-558-2002

 
Kamstrup flowIQ Water Meters 

AMR & AMI Systems 

 

WRWA Mission:
Assisting, educating and 

representing our members in the 
Water & Wastewater Industries.

Wisconsin Rural Water Association Advertise Online:

• Include company contact information, logo and link to webpage
• All listings subject to WRWA approval.
• 12 month or monthly terms
• WRWA Members: $700 per year or $60 per month
• Non-Members: $1,000 per year or $85 per month

If your company would like to sponsor the WRWA weekly 
E-News or advertise on the WRWA website, please contact:  

Rural Water office WRWA@wrwa.org
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WRWA Calendar

Office Closed for Thanksgiving	 November 27 & 28, 2025

Office Closed for Christmas Eve (1/2 Day)	 December 24, 2025

Office Closed for Christmas Day	 December 25, 2025

Office Closed for New Years Day	 January 1, 2026

WRWA Annual Conference (Green Bay)	 March 24 - 27, 2026

WRWA Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 7:00am – 4:00 pm

Friday 7:00am – 11:00am

Follow our Facebook page or check our website  
for future calendar events and updates.

www.wrwa.org 
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